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1 H E Essay, of "Vfluclx a. 
given, was published in the Historic /jfff^rnal^^ ^ n^cmtHvp 
print which appears at Berlin; ai>d was writtj|p,l^jr Mr. ^ 
Gentz, one afr*^ most di&tinguisbed poUti^^jtY^f^^ r^^^ 
Germany. It is for two reasons higljily intejgsting: tp r 
Americans: First, because it ,co9t^in^ the clearfsjt acr 
count of the. rise and progr^^s of th^Teyolutipn which 
established their independence, th^ has eyer appeared^ 
within so small a compass; and secondly^^ becau^js it, res.- 
cues that revolution fron^ the dijjgrac^ful imputation of 
having proceeded from the sam^ principles as that of 
France. This error has i^g wher^ beep more .frequcnlly ! 
repeated, no where of more pernicious tendency than in. 
America itself. It has been, here not simply^ common- 
place argument, as Mr. Gentz represents it to have been 
in Europe, but has been sanctioned by the authority of 
men, revered for their talents, and who at least ought to 
have known better. 

^Inessential difference between these two great 
eve^^^Btheir risty their progress^ and their termination^ 
is he^Hewn in various li^ts, one of which alone is suf- 
ficient for an honest man. A modem philosopher may 
y contend that the sheriff, who executes a criminal, and the 
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highwayman, who murders a traveller, act upon the same 
principles; the plain sense of mankind will still see the 
same difference between them, that is here proved between 
the American and French Revolutions. — The difference 
between right and wron^*^ f r^- • 

We presume it wilTajR^f^i jpurfe "and honest gratifica^ 
tion to the mind of every truly patriotic American reader, 
to see the honourable testimony borne by an ingenious, 
well-informed, and impaxt»k^£areigner to the principles 
and conduct of our country's revolution. The judgment 
of a native American will naturally be biassed by those 
partialities in favour of his country, from which it is so 
diM^mioFthe Mifeif t^^^ ^S 'stn'-historian. 

Tlde'c^yi^tk 6f H^cfred Wrf afeetibif'tntist fe^ moyt remote' 
frbiii' tfe ^ittitid'of flt fei^igner, and' Ms didiiions^ must' 
tl{^ref8i% ha^e a ^t^hi itiii^^^ HistorfaSi oP 

his o^'cototry must always ill Sotlie sorf'btf coiSlderect^ 
z%its%KV6iykti biitlik^Kfii^aitiaf forei^er irits JJtidge.' * - 
^ ilie i^^i^obitibii of ^kW a writef as Mr; Sfentaisth*^ 
mbre prtt^ *Fhe mild' 

ceii^u/$,^#MtK^ hfe- pas'ses; iijidn^ ceAaifi parts oF otif pro-^' 
ce'edings is'^e^ ^jfrongest ^r6of of liid reail impartiality V 
ah^ moiigli our sehtiiiietits ' as AfnericanS thay diiBfer fromf ^ 
hrs;'u^n vai^iSiispol |^otitieal>ipectilatiori, we shatf 

fiiid V^ry feW^ if any instiiti^s', tfiut have mdirfed -His cei*" 

sure, .whicjibur own caiidloilr will not ediially diidapprove. - 

i: '--> c 7-^:1 gJ -: :..ttf .' ■■f^; . : . • ' , r. ■ • ': 
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, ORIGIN AND PRiJ^CIPLMS, &c. 



i fl E Revolution of North. America, had, in . 
tl^^ course, pf events, been the newest neijgfhbour to tjiat of . 
Fjancci. A very cofi^sii derable paft of those, wha yfore; co* 
teinippraries and witnesses of ^^ Jatter had likewise sur- 
vived the former. Some of the most impoj;^t persojjages^ - 
who made a figure in the French revolution, scpce ten 
ye^ before, had been active on the theatre of that i^ , 
Americai^, The example of this undertaking^ crowned 
w;ith the most complete success, nuist have had a moro 
immediate and powerful influence upon those, who destroy- . 
ed the old government of France^ than the, e;xample of any 
earlier European revolution: the circuiinstancea, in which. 
France was^ at the breaking out of her revolW:ion, had 
been^ if not wholly, yet for the greatest |)j^rt broiight on 
by the part she had taken in that of America. In the 
conduct, and language of most of the founders of ih^ 
Fre^h revolution, it was impossible not to perceive an 
endeavor to imitate the coiu*se, the plans, the measures, 
the forms, and,^ in part, the language of those, who had 
conducted that of America;- and to consider this, upon all 
occasions, as at once the model, and the justification of 
their own. \ 
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From all these causes, but especially because the re- 
collection of the American revolution was yet fresh in 
every mind ; because the principles to which it had given 
currency still sounded in every ear ; because the prepara- 
tory temper of mind, which it had every where in Europe 
excited and left behind, favoured every similar, or only 
seemingly simitar undertaking, it became so easy for those, 
who felt an evident interest in seeing the French revolution 
superficially compared, and thereby placed on the same 
ground, and confounded with that of America, to draw 
the great majority of the publip into this fundamentally 
/ false point of view. At the period of great commoticms, 
and of animated, vehement, widely grasping discussions, 
a very small number of men are able, and, perhaps, a still 
smaller number willing, with vigorous native energy, to 
penetrate into the essence of events, and take uponihem- 
selves the painful task of forming a judgment founded upon 
long meditation arid persevering study. The similarity of 
th^ two "devolutions Was taken upon trusty and as many ' 
persons of respectable understanding and discernment had . 
loudly and decisively declared themselves in favour of Ae 
American, it became a sort of accredited common-place, 
V " that what had been just in Aitierica, could not be unjust 
'i in Europe." As, further, the last result of the American 
revolution had been in the highest degree splendid and 
glorious ; as its issue had been undoubtedly advantageous 
f6r America, undoubtedly advantageous for most other 
states, was undoubtedly advantageous for England herself; 
as this most important circumstance, and the greater 
moderation and impartiality which time and tranquilfity 
\ always bring to the judgments of men, had at last recon- 
ciled with this revolution its most violent opponents ; an 
irresistable analogy seemed to justify a similar expectation 
in respect to that oj. France ; and a second common-place, 
far more dangerdus than the first, because it seized it» • 
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materials, in the empty space of distant futurity, gathered 
a great portion of the human race under the spell of the 
delusive, hope, that " what in America, had conduced to 
the public benefit, will, and must, sooner or later, in France 
and throughout Europe conduce in lijce manner to the pub- 
lic benefit." 

The melancholy experience of ten disasterous years, 
has indeed considerably cooled down this belief; but it is 
not yet altogether extinguished ; and even those who, have 
begun to totter in the faith, without, however, renouncing 
the principles, by which they jijstify the French revolution, 
extricate themselves from their perplexity, by recurring to 
external and accidental circumstances, which have hinder- 
ed all the good that might have ensued, to the pretence 
that the revolution is not yet wholly completed, and to 
other equally nugatory subterfuges. The justice of the 
origin of both revolutions, they suppose to be taken fot- 
granted ; and if one of them has produced more salutary 
consequences than the other, they impute this to Fortune, 
which here favours, and there abandons the undertakings 
of men. An equality of wisdom in the founders of th^ 
two revolutions, upon the whole, is as much taken for 
granted, as an equality of integrity. 

Jlenpe, it will certainly be no ungrateful task to compare 
the two revolutions in their essential features, in their 
originating causes, and in their first principles with each 
other. But in order to prepare the Way for such a compa- 
rison, it will not be superfluous to exhibit in a small com- 
pass, the principal features of the origin of the American 
revolution. It may justly be taken for granted, that since 
the last ten years have almost exhausted all the powers of 
attention and of memory, the characteristic features of the 
origin and first progress of that revolution are no longer 
distinctly present in the minds even of many of its cotem- 
porarie^: t}icre are, besides, some points in the pictui*e of 
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this grent events ^tch, ftt ^e time when it happemedy esci^ 
ped almost every observer j imd whichj not until a later pe- 
riod, discoreced ihems^lV^s in aU their vivid colours to thf: 
piercing eyes ot meditation and eaperience.^ 

The English colonies in North-America, far from 
being a designed regular institution of European wisdom, 
calculated for futvu-ity, had been much more the pure pror 
Auction of Eiu;ogean short-sightedness a^ Poli- 

\ tical and religious intolerance, political and religious con- 
vulsions, had driven the first settlers from their country: 
the single favour indulged them was to leave them to them- 
selves.. That their estaUishments were, in less than two 
hundred years, to form a great nation^ and to .give the^ 
world a new form, was concealed no less to their own eyes, 
jthan to the eyes of those who had ejected them from their 
l)osom. 

In the apparent insignificance of those settlements, and 
in, the false measure, by which the profound ignorance of 
the Europeans estimated the value of such dbtant posses- 
sions, lay the first ground of the extraordinary progress 
which the North American colonies had already made 
under the second and third generations of dieir new inha^ 
bit^ts. Gold and silver alone could then attract the atten- 
tion of European governments. A distant land, wherje 
peither of these was to be found, was, without hesitation, 
fdbandoned to its fortunes. From such a country was expect- 
ed no revenue; and what increases not immediately the 
revenues of the state, could make no pretensions to its sup- 
port, or to its particular care. 



* Tha», for example, among all the 9ttttsxam aiMl literati, who spo|c# 
mr wrotf, either for or against the American revolution, ihere were only^ 
two, who even then foresaw that the loss of the colonies wonld be no 
jnisfortTine to England : The one, Adam Smith, was at that time little 
cead, and, perhaps, little understood : The otUer^ Dean Tuckei> was heljl 
«n ecctntric visionary. , 
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^tritory J by di^^A^^fofftis of gdvcilv&ii^ttt, wett adta^tedtb 
thmr *iid3> aad fey^fAt^cmttd peaK«,' d^ col(mie«,':Anft 
Mgle<3t0d, ajad well m^ fcwgottefA by thfe «aaAffriCQi&t?y, 
sprang up, after a rftort infiaiKsy, with j^ teAe. 

&}iiess and tonsbiteMy^ a brilliant youdi; The pbeifdme- 
non of their imexpected greatn^s, roused the Europeaiis, 
with sudden viot^e, ■ ftom ii»^ iluitibiir of a Aoogftless 
krtifferencJe, and^ atlengtii,,di*pla^ to thent^rea*ti«w 
worlds fuUy pr^^i^toHriVallfee wl* tile old ; 'for J«rtoc*, 
however, at the same time, it wais^iii.exhau^ible>sdiimif^ 
-wealth and^iijoyme^t. .Eyen btfof^ tiie midAebf tbi9:«6iw 
tiiry, evetymawtiine poller of E^rbpfej but Englandi^bre 
than all ^ res^,i be€a&se'tl^^fd%|}^ti4h <&[ her eelotttifa 
had acciddmallyd6{>art^ tb(Sl^a^>^c»tt^'gi»bd priikifbs^ 
had discoyerad, that ihb ptciAim^is^ infy/v^bt^di^of sittfax^ 
temal Eur6^eail^^^d6ktosi^,'^(tdM}it;^ad 
market' they op^tti^ hi Ae i»dtt&fty tif^thfe^inothet^dC9ifey ; 
that it was riot the etiipty soveifei|;ftfy oirei^ -eWo^fiaar^tiit. 
ritories j hot -die b|;atTen rig^t ofiprbpprty to goM and«ilrer 
nnnes; but sotely die encreasal fft^ity* of ^cJIrte'Eoro- 
peaa productions, atid an advaflta^fc^s'^cittttige'tif ^6m 
for thcprodwctibiis'of dife most distatyt regions, WHicii gave 
to the 'di^very ^ Anibrica the fit%t rank alttokg^iffiidi^ 
events beiieficial t^ the world. • ' - ' i:Ur.^a 

No sss^ner had^Mia gr^t tifuth beguii to be^so iriCtifti"% 
obacurely per<if Ived,^ flian ofbcessartly' aU the exertionS oSf 
the mother couirtiy concentrated themselves,' hi gtvitog'tb 
their trade widiAecblonie*^ the 'greatest extent, and- the 
most advantageous direction ; and for this end, eVen in 
times so little temot© ft-oto the present, as tK9se'-Sf which 
I speak, no other flmeans were devised, th^txi ^'^20hfi6polif. 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



eitdhsbie^ fromi.tll^ AOlh^r cowlr}^^) aU the Mc^eemi^ 
£«Hro{iead:«i1ade9'tl^x^uitod» and t^.setl exdi^f 4y ^ 
htt ^^ tkd pvf>durctAQi»^ .^ the ctrdi^AiioQ! ol ^)vkb . ti^ 

,pffKiitpit 'wte ampposed ^H voaiy^faSifitt who9«; import^mc^ 

' hktwtntrmawtreyyi^sUi fjhomycaf t^ ye^^ weml'd b^ improved 

kritirtwhok ejctcaM:^ and under tbe motst^. profit^Ie QoswUfe- 

JfTlne* efcror, ¥4tu:h Is^ ait the bc>ct9i9i« of tbift syaiem ira^ 
pat!(le»aU^« Tht ig^ikilioe, pvindplea;9f t^e imfe^ire Mud 
^fioutces of weakb, a^jtt^£th« mi^ init^vaarl^tof iommt^iid 
jBe4iom>i^d ac^fcely yiH ^g^nned ia % kvf d^vigmskHd 
Jbeadfii> and Wel-enoi^ ^vfu^d^y^Up^ mwhlmf^ ^dmomh 
Ifd^ed* H^Yj. a ^^th0l;:^arl$r p<^od^^«fogfe JBU^ cptdd • 
hine wared to the^^y^lio* p^ Uma^l piri^iptes ; oiv oite 

pdttfjf je^^uajFj a|>Afeteia,fec^ Goaviaiifv^tbatUbe^iNBwi 

^ial, policy^ ^d tlie wis^al^ilkMtipte ^ tr^ with tbe j^k^ 
.a]ie% )^c^. could ahe not, i^^ut aaf^^^ing haraetft haife 

j^>rQH|d hw^# r%Hi tfec ri^^^ of ^ «eetog, Ulew M init€>r^ 
^Hsui^s^^C mother wfeta wwdd e*cbid«> h^y fttm tfeeir 3»ar^ 
)teu ; She wasroot pi^vilcg^^tc^ b§ ,|f iie .^l»f» . wid la hwt 
4J35)!j(5ted a gene^ €qi|cei?t, apcio^. tji^ r^mmeceial poiKva 
would have been folly. A$ therefore jst^ec^tukd tarafte^ 
jf qi^jded upoiv mow^^, waa yet h^U^ thw jwmk^ there 
xeyaaiiiedipr sijBtatey.m the situaji^PIt Ql.£a|^aad, ev«rh^ 
she vf^ fortunately ^icipated die ireadt of ar lotig exfM^r 
ri^npf^ andof profc^jpid m^dkati^, np. oth^r syM^m Aam 
/ that 9^5 ^?W/^^h : ; 

To secure t^ hec^elf tb&»ch)a}9r«t|^4e of.the €<>l<9m$ 
^n^as under these ckcumstanc^^/neeesearUy the Ughtej^fr^m 
of England's policy. The establishment of this exclusive 
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iril^Cy ^icli sitlioriiily ait>se irom due oiig^bal rekti9]^ 
Ih^t^'r^ari the coimiee Aad line motber cQuntryt hstd uot b«^ 
diAcylt to idle iit«te i for ^ eBaij;mt& haii Mver received 
tll^ smaller sn^UfHi By so ficiucliL the ;iaore capensive l}a4 
k been tti^ keep dDtfem# Xbe posaemon-of the £olopk^,vf^ 
the ^caiskm 'Of wars* The war jof e^t yesuB be^^ 
France and England, which concluded in the year ;12^ 
b$r :die peace of EontajjDPtblea|]« ai;id wh ^ eni ff ^f fiff ffethe 

J had ^ jMlonial ii^isre The.conqu^jst 

I of Canada would aot in itself have been wiorth a lentti^pi^t, 
pf the sums^ which that war coatj the firm estat^lishmentpf 
t^ <:oiamercial monopolty was properly the £aalpu]^»e> 
fi>r whach they were expended. • , . . . 

• . It isa great questton^ whether even independent of rSie 
unkscppy iiifferences, which ^broke out- immediately after 
the dose of that war, its amsequence^ would not faav« ^^i^.- 
ratinerpemicious than salutary to EnglandL The JwoihUa* 
tic^ of ^p Frefickpower in North- America cpo^leted,^^ 
poil^od ejdst^AtaeLof^e^j^a^idijB^^ ani au]^^^ 
by the stiB accelerating progress of their wealtb^ and of. 
tiieir vigor, gave them a consciousness of security anfl Jof ^ 
stability, which mu9thave become sooner or later* d^uii^B^, 
Ypu$ to their ''Qonxleotion with the mother country^ Itia 
more than improbable that dus connection would havj^beea. 
perpetual. It is difficult tp believe that uiuler the mq3t|fa>- . 
vonrahle circumstances it would haye li^ed another cen-. 
tury. No nation governed its colonies upon more liberal 
afid equi t able p ri ti c ipl c a than Engl a nd i -kfA the uanatttr dl 
J system, which chained the growth of a great peojJe. to ijie 
^ exclusive commercial interest of a country, distant from 
tben^ a Uiousai»d kagues, even with the most liberal osga* 
nSzataon of which it was capable, could not have lasted for- 
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ever.* Yet it ^ould certainly have maintained itself fof 
flie next fifty years, and might perhaps have been dissolved 
in ^ milder and happier way than has now'happened, had 
twrt England, under the most wretched of fascinations, fal- 
len upon the idea of procuring in addititon to the benefit 
of aia exclusive trade, another immediate benefit, by an 
American public revenue. 

* It is hard to decide, which of the secret inotives, which* 
oh either feide were imputed to the ministry of that titne 
first gave existence to this pernicious project. The most 
paMdnable of all, the wish of alleviating the burthen of 
tatke?^ upon the people of Great Britain, and especially upon 
the land^holders; a burthen, which the war had so much 
aggravated, is unluckily at the same time the most impro- 
bable. ' Specie was exactly that in which North America 
least abounded ; to have levied in that country a tax of any 
real importance could scarcely have occurred to any Eng- 
lishman with the least smattering of information ; and that, 
aittidst the thousand obstacles which must necessarily have 
opposed the collection of such a tax, its nett produce for the 
treasury would always have melted to nothing, could scar<iely 
escape the sagacity of any person versed in the subject. If 
we consider it attentively on all sides ; if we carefully re- 
mark certain expressions of the ministers of that day, and 
what were afterwards known to be their favourite ideas, as 
well as the whole course of transactions upon American 
afiairs, we can hardly avoid the belief, that what is generally 



• So long as ^thc colonists had found a paramount advantage in the 
culture of the land, they would probably have borne their dei>endcnce. 
But when the critical period had arrived, when in the natiiral progress 
of society, a considerable part of the capitals would have been employed 
in manufactures, the English monopoly would have become insupportable. 
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considered as die consequence of the fifst treasury plan, die 
jealousy of die parKament's unlimited supremacy was radier 
the proper motive for this plan; and the secret apprehen- 
. sion^that America might grow weary of her fetters, misled 
them to the dangerou& experiment of fastening stiU narrower 
chains upon her. 

The first step in this untrodden career was taken im- 
mediately after the peace of 1763, and under the most un- 
favourable auspices. The minister of finance, George 
GrenviUe, eke in every respect an estimable and excellent 
statesman, but whose mind was either not great or not flex- 
ible enough to consider the new system in all its points of 
view, thought he could force down its execution, just at the 
period when, by various severe acts of parliament, he had 
brought back the commercial relations between England 
and the colonies as^ close, as possiUe to the principles of mo- 
nopoly; had pursued die American contraband trade, with 
the most oppressive regulations, and thereby had excited a 
great discontent in all minds. The tax with which he pro- 
posed to make his first es9ay, was a stamp-tax upon judicial 
records, newspapers, &c« to which the parliament, at the 
commencement of the year 1765, gave its assent. 

The colonies had hitherto paid no other .taxes, than those, 
which were necessary for the internal administration ; and 
these proport^onably insignificant charges had been pre- 
scribed and assessed by the several representative assem- 
blies of each colony. In cases of urgency, for instance, in 
the course of the late war, these assemblies had raised, and 
presented to the government, extraordinary and voluntary 
contributions ; but of a public tax, raised by act of parlia- 
ment, there had been in Nordi America no exemple. If 
the parliament, in the laws regulating trade, had sometimes 
introduced a trifling eiitrance, or clearance duty, the most 
distant trace had never appeared in any public transaction, 
of a design to make America contribute immediately to the 
general exigencies of the British empire. 
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A long and v«tieraMe ^9ern>ance had sancfiotted Ifais 
toiotiiaS kuBHMiity.; a thousand Mpiitable considerairioiiSi 
aM rii«s aboiye aM, that the British^ commercial tannopal^ 
SfK& of ksdf equtvakfit to a heavy and invaluable ^dkx, jttfitt* 
fied thk ^bservaiace ; aiad whac was most ioif^oitaiit of aU^ 
even the authority of the parliament to violate diis immcu 
nky, was- ootrtrovettible with weapons fumished by the 
spiril o(%he Eti^isih <conatitudon itsdf. it had dwi^s been 
a favourite maxim of this constitution, tiiat no Briton could 
be €oni[}€tted to pay talLes, not imposed by his own reprc^ 
sentatives, smd 'li^xm this maxim rested the whole xxxosttta* 
tional 1^0 wer of the lower liouse in parHamem« That the 
inhabitaiyCs of the colonies, in every sease of the wosd, 
were Britcms, no man questioned; and the ^parisament, 
Which drought itsj^lf authorised to tax them, even in that, 
recogniaedthem as feUow citizens. Yet had they no rcpK»' 
sentatives in parliament, and, owing to their distance, arald 
propedy make no pretewsioas to it. If^ thcrdbre, in respect 
to them, die constitutional principle' retained itsJaroe^ Asir, 
contrU^^tioD^ <x)«dld only Ibe prescribed by then* cDknaal 
assietnbli^s, tassi the British parliament was no mone ^tttitled 
to exercise the right of taxation over them, than overlh^^ 
people of Ir^dand. 

But had this ri^t been only ques^ionahie, it was afit all 
events a false and hazardous step to brin^ kiii1» d^cnssioK^^ 
To raise a controversy, ooHCeming the bounds of ifce bop-. 
preme pbwer in the state, without theimost urgent Jiecca*^ 
sity, is in every case contrary to the simplest ruks of utate* 
policy. Doubly dangerous must such a controversy here Jbe^' 
where it concerned a constitution, whose nature and boim*. 
daries had never yet been defined, and wdre, perhaps^ w* 
susceptible of definition. The relation betw«« a cotafty?; 
and the mother country is one "of thote, whidi wiB not bear! 
a strong eUkcidation; rights of sovereignty, of so p^iiliar> 
and extraordinary a nature often vanish under the hands of 
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tbose^ who w<«W di»W€t tk<m« Now, wImmi tHe Blather 
QMntrjf has a coBstit^t^)pl like that of Biitaifi, h b^comet 
iftfioitd^ difficult §o. intnoduo^ uito iJb^ illation a t]i^rm09>r» 
yrUcb $«^6ea t]^e uoder^t^dong^ and al ^e sfimi(.ti¥a« 
tile ideft pf rig^. tthad li^yer b^n examined Ji^w.foi'lbii 
JegiafctfS^e a^oniyj^parU»»OT^mi«specjto^^ coteuieo, 
exteikdedi id%us much^ bow^veri thQcolot^iQaadrimlt^d, Mid 
would, have cpmidu^ Iwg iv admii^ ^^ the peitliament 
ifaa. £ully,aji»thorised u> direct a^ u^ xemm tbeif.tra^e, 
in t]ixe widest ext^oit erf tjk^ wwd. . Thi#:al«iw. waa eJejirj 
biat this alone was eaaenlM to ¥^gh»diL An at]tj^»ii^^ tO^go . 
(iiirtber waa m^aif^s^yjta aet aU at.a^akc*. ; - - • 

The appeai^aiice oC the ^t^ipp-act.lA America waa.dit 
9igiial for aik,Miikyeicaal commotion.. . The m&w knrs agaiwt 
contraband trade had already irritated the minds, of the 
f09flfi9 hecau^f thejr pteii^ matitfi^^d the putpot^ of 
mm^^i^Mxm^. the Brttiab commercial n>oiio{^ in itg 
(pretest v%;p«Mr; ]^t^|h^qi« law% were rfceiy^d m aitenc^^ 
bttmtm tbcr^ w%s .no pt:«iei&tioQ, to tln^ ^gjbt of complaiiH 
lag agaJmst theau I^lOy, a new^ ai|4 ba^ito unexaanffad 
^yjit^m, Aat of m^mg, » Nprtb-Ankerica a. tax for the 
mm^ of .Ki^gfU^ ^ff^¥>,b^ inn^Ufifsd^imd ib a fiDraa 
Dj^eaaanly odioii^ t^.lbe colOmea; fw a stoiq>4«x^ from 
imiiwa hHai eaMse^^fa^ abfas.be^.inlSbrthhi^erk^ an 
9g|Htf€^a}£tJag;^^jrhe opposhioii spread b a £enr days amokg 
ilUdaas^9 of pfeople^.iathe^teirftr, itl^«ral'focth iaexcessca 
pfi eij^ry Jqnd s in the hig^er^ li^ « atitbhoni aad ddibeca^ 
r^a^HW^e^ e^^ally by a general agireeaneftt to iknpdvt nd 
fttfrchMV^iae Irom G^^alUl^titAiii, until the ^tao^act ahoiild 
^ v^fpaM' With ihie temper, which prerailed from oner" 
p^ ^ tJMit i^eloMpB 10 Ae Qther^ and vith dw well known 
pcflH^vefance^bovdetijig upon obatinaisyy of ihe^ author of the 
ppqjeqt^ H^ap) ihi^^ iif st smigg^ mi^ hare ended ia^the 
iQlal aepaitKiony hM not j«9t at that time the admimslcafiiui 
^ £<i{^^ fallen iotO.^thierhainda* 
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Thfe mii^strj^, Which in the suxncffierof l?«6fif,'«^tk tke 
ailalis of the nation in hand, rejected the new syBt^m of im^ 
mediate taxation in Attierioa entirely^ (The mild pi^nciples^ 
and the ()opuIar maxims of the mai^uisof Roekhi^wn, 
made him averse to a pa^, in which violence alone cottld 
lead to the goal$-and the secretary o£ state, g^ne^al Conway^ 
had been, when the business, was 'first tratisacted hi parlia^ 
inent, Grenville's most powerful &<idatdent opposcr. The 

I stamp-act, ip the first session of the y^ar 1766, was repeated ; 
but to preserve the honour of parlkiinent from^ sinking ^to- 
gether, with this repeal was connected a declaratot^y act, 
intituled, " An Act for securing'^the Dependence "of Ad 

V Colonies ;'' in whkh the right df Gr^^i^-fifitaki to legislate 
for the colonies in- all- cases whatsoever, wa* 'solemidy 
nmintained. > ,.;..;.. . . . 

This list step could not, in ite^lf, be indil^rent to the 
Americans ;^ yet the jcy at the rq>eal of the stl^np^-aot wte 

. / so great, that ^no regard ^vas paid to the^ possHde conse* 
quenpes of the<a?^t, which was attached as ^ cou^tetf^^da^ifciAg 
weight to tfais^ appeal; and probably peace and cotkcord 
would h^^ be^i^fisir'arloi^ timer<|0k^ and «ecUr^, hafi 
not the E'n^hmnistt^y, ina kckt^shour, brought ^igain 
to light the fatalpvo};ettio£mi^it% a^feVe^iie hom Ameirka. 
The marquis of jlb^ingham-s ^li^sti^ation bad beei^dk^ 
solved, soon after the repeal of the stat6p-act> and had been 
succeeded by anothear^^ai the hsad of ^which was indeed the 
name, but* hoc longer -due ge«iius 6( the earl of Chatham^ 
Charles /Jfownsend, chancellor of ^e exchequer, a vnim of 
^lendid talents, but of afrivolous'^aiid ^luisafe dftatacter, 
who was aimiaig'to attain the highest sunimit of influei^ee in 
the state, when an early death snatched him away 6rota the 
career, proposed, in the year 176?', a tax upon the importa- 
tion of glass, paper, painters' cc4oars and tea into ^ clonics, 
and this proposal, although several of the miniftt^rs, and 
among the rest the duke of Grafton, who was at the head of 
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t}ie trta^iy 4cp$rtmea( had silently contended against it, 
waa^ by p£M"liament, adopted as $i law. The defenders of thii 
new plan entrenched themselves behind the feeble argu- 
pi^t, that although parliament, by repealing the stamp-act^ 
^ad j-e^iounced a direct taxation of the colonies, yet jib re- 
nvqiciation could thence be inferred of indirect taxation, 
which was ii^timately connected with th^ right of regulat- 
ing trade. ^ ^ 

H;^d this reasoning even silenced the opposition in par- 
{i^me^tj itw^^ by no means calculated to s^ti^y the colonies. 
Th^ hostile oyect of the new statute could not escape the 
shortest i^ight. The taxes prescribed, being announced 
merely as impost duties, were indeed reconcileable with 
the letter of that imijiunity, which lays i^ near the heart of 
tiie cplonistSji but their secret objept ^ovi\d scarcely be. any 
other,, than to wrest hy artifice, whj^t ¥fas not ventured ^o 
be maintained by force. The insigni^cance oif the benefit 
Engird could derive fromttiese t;axesj^ which would have 
produced only abqut ^.20,0003^ tut top strongly coufirn^d 
this suspicion; and the peculiar qharapter of the. hew regu« 
latipn3) the iniquity of exacting from a pepple, compelled 
to receive all die articles they needed, exclusively from the 
mother cpuplry, a tax upon the importatio|i of such articles, 
rendered th§ undertaJkiug completely adiqu^. The imposts 
oilJ67 ppcratf<din.e3«^gtl}r,tfeejam^^^ ?iamg- 

acSi ^e general nou-importation agreeiuent was renewed 
lu^ tl^^ colpui^s^ bitter controversies between th^ colonial 
a$^pQlVti^# SWld the^ royal ^pyernprs, violent scenes b^tw^eu 
ihe Qitiz<^)^ of divert towns >nd the military^ resistance on 
tii^'one v^rtj menaces on the Qi\fLer fore;b6ded the stroke, 
which was soon to shake the British empire to its founda- 
tions. 

Tl^e Qiinistry seemed however to make one more stand;r 
upon the very border of the precipice. In^diie year 1769, 
by a circular letter pf th^ naiuist^r for tl>e cplonieSj^ the 
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pleasing prospect of a speedy relief from the odious impost 
duties was opened to the colonial assemblies, and the deci- 
ded aversion of the duke of Grafton to the taxation of Ame- 
rica, seemed to encourage the hopes which this letter had 
raised. But no sooner had he, in the beginning of 17T0, 
resigned his oflBce, than the affair took another turn. His 
successor, lord North, did indeed in the first days of his 
administration formally propose the repeal of the American 
imposts, but with the unfortunate exception, that the taj^ 
/upon tea should be continued as a proof of the legitimate 
/ authority of parliament j nor could the most vehement op- 
position of die united Rockingham and Grenvillc parties, 
who painted in the strongest colours the folly of contmuixig 
the contest, after the benefit was abandoned, avail anything 
against this wretched plan.* From that hour it was dear 
. ^ that the ministry had no other object than to make the 
/ colonies feel their chains. The first steps in thi^ slippery 
career had their grounds in false representations and par- 
tial judgments ; instead of these errors dangerous passions 
were now introduced, and the peace and welfare of the na- 
tion were to be sacrificed to a mistaken ambition, and a de-' 
structive jealousy. 

Meanwhile, the disposition to resistance had struck deep 
roots in all the colonies; and the wider the mother country's 
undertakings departed from their first object, the more the 
resistance of the Americans departed from its original cha- 
racter. They had at first only denied the right of parliament 
to tajt them ; by degrees, the sphere of their opposition ex- 
tended, and they began to call in question the authority of 
parliament altogether. When diey had orice taken this 



* Lord North formally declared in parliameni, that after what had 
happened, an entire repeal of all the new taxes could not take place, un- 
til America should be brought to the feet of Greaf-BritainT 
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ground, it was in vain to hope to drive them from iu The 
consciousness of their stability, and their distance from 
England, their lawful pride in the rights, derived from 
their British descent, the recollection of the circumstances 
which had led their forefathers to America, the sight of 
the flourishing state into which in a period of 150 years 
they had turned an uninhabitable desert, the injustice, and 
the. harshness of those, who instead of alleviating their de- 
pendence by gentle treatment, were daily seeking to reader 
it more oppressive ; — all this encouraged the new impulse, 
which their ideas and their wishes had taken. The folly 
of Great^Britain in abandoning, for the useless discussion ij 
of a problematic rig^t, the undisturbed enjoyment of a con- 
liection, which though never analysed and dissected with 
theoretic accuracy, was even in its undefined state so ad- ' 
yantageous, became continually more visible ; but far from 
endeavouring with tender caution to heal the dangerous 
wound, n&easure upon measure was taken to inflame it. 
Jiimost every step taken by the government during tthis un- 
haiqpy period, in respect to the internal administration 
of the colonies, to the courts of justice, to dhe provincial 
assemblies, to the relations between the civil and military 
autfaorities, seemed expressly calculated at once to embittei: 
and to embolden discoi^tent ; and the spirit of insurrection 
had long been in full possession of every mind, when a new 
attenq>t of the ministry, made it suddenly burst ^orth with 
the utmost violence. 

The perseverinj; refusal of the Americans to import tea 
into the cplgg^^^ip Iq^j^jJ^e t^^ upon it, {prescribed in the 
year 1767, and purposely retailed in 1770, should not be 
repealed, had occasioned a considerable loss to the East- 
India company,, in whose magazines, great quantities of 
this article perished unconsumed. They had offered the 
minister to pay upon the exportation double the trifling tax 
•f three pence upon the pound, which was yet so odious to 
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ike cotdnifes ; tmt this proposal, aidvisuitie^eous ias it-wids, iktsA 
"t^ich opiemed so honotoatble an l^sae from the crisis, W*a( 
ai^^pfoiV^d stad fejetted, 2^ not atcorditig wiA the sysletat 
bfteduclttg Amfctrc'a to Uttctthdhional subttiiteion. But ttf 
the etafibktt^ssmetft of thi cbxtopany t^as totitinually growing 
greater, they sought to help thfemselves by another project, 
and (idncliided to ship the tea for Atnerita upon theit own 
account, there to pay the itnpost by thtir o\m agents and 
then make their sales. As at the same time, by act of par^ 
Uament, the exportation Was mjade duty free, whereby ttie 
tki, notwithstanding the import In America, would be dt ti 
cheaper ihat-ket than It liad before been. It was hoped that 
the AMericattfe vt6\M abaftidon all thfeir scruples, and ndt 
feeling immediately the tax lurking in Ae price of the dh* 
ti'cte, would give \ip aft telsistancfe. 

The eveht soott dicovered how vain this hope had been* 
Time had been allowed the colonies to reflect upon their 
sRuatidil, stad to judge of die ministerial proceeding in the 
jwint of view Which was dtouc esSentiaL iTie merttumtft| 
who during the American agreement ^gdinst tfie important 
fidn of British tea, had enriched themselves by the contra^ 
band tr^de oiF foreign teas, might, peAaps, only from mtr* 
cantile considerations, abhor tfi<fr Undertaking of tfre East 
India cbmpjftiy, sanctioned by the government ; but die 
gipeat mass of the people, and the most enBghtend patriots 
in America, saw and Condemned, in this undCruking, 
nothing but the evident puipose of carrying through the 
taxing right of tfie Brhisb p^liament. The remkrkable 
circumstance, that England had refased the larger revenue j 
which the taxes Upon exportation from die British pdrti 
would have produced, to secure the levying of the tkadti 
smaller entrance duty in America, betrayed a bitter 
passionate obstinacy, which together with so many other 
symptoms of hostility tiireatened the colonies With a 
gloomy futurity. 
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Whte the filftt ^ep6rt of th^se tea^ships hafving been settt 
Arrived iti Amerfca, from Newhathpshlre to Georgia, umI* 
yefs'al pfgparations fot the most ammated resistance vrcl!* 
j inade, Thfe agettts of the company no where dared td^ r6* 
ceive the goods; in New- York, Phiiadelphia, and man/ 
' c^her towns, such strong protestations against unfading thu 
Hhips were made, that they were compeUed to return 
untouched. In Boston, where the spirit of resistance had 
been trotA the bfeginning the most violent, Governor HutdH 
Ins6n adopted measures to mak^ the return of the ships im^ 
possible before the objett should be -atttaittftd; bu^ Ms rigo^ 
bnly served to increase die eviL A sm^Q nutnbcft- of decided, 
dppoiientS) went on board the ship, tind^ without doing atrf 
other damage, brolce open ^2 chests of tet, and threw it 
into thie Sea. 

The kccountof tfiese tunndtuous plioceedings,soonaftct 
the opening of piartiament, in tlie 3^ar lT74j re^tched Eng*. 
Ismd, where, immediately^ tiie jthbstibr revenge sitenoed 
every other feeling ; the zeal to maintain the honour and At 
rights of government, evety other council, not ozdy in dit 
minds of the ministei^^ but fiktwise in the general (q>iniQML 
of the nation. In this critical moment it was forgotten^ tliit 
It was not until after the colonies for ten years long^ had been 
driven by a series of vicious and hazardous measures, ^bf 
kttacks IcontinuaUy repeated, and by studied systematic ve^ 
ations to the utmost e^&tremity, diat thtit jtist tndigna&Mi 
had burst forth in iQegal acts. 

The necessity for severe measut*es was indeed now evi- 
dent, even to the moderate. But unfortunately, resentmesit 
Overstepped the bounds of equity, and provoked pride tbfe 
bounds of policy. The immediate authors of the excesses in 
Boston, might jUddy have been punished; the East^lndiA 
company might justly claim to be indemnified by the coloi? 
nies ; the Americans, by their acts of violence, had evideniiy 
placed themselves at a disadvantage ; land their fsadts gave 
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the most favourable oppoituBi^ to bring them, ^ith wisdom, 
back within their bpunds. But England seemed herself to 

/ fi^ui^i all the advantages of her present situation, and to b^ve 
f cojnmcnced a wsur, rather ag^iqgt her own welfare and 
i security y than against the opposition injhe^colon^ The 

^ jErst measure, proposed by lord North, was a law, to close as 
long as the king should think necessary, the port of Boston, 
and to transfer the custom-house of that flourishing and im« 
portant commercial town to another place. Impiediately 
after, appeared a second law, which struck still deeper at 
^e vital principle of the colonies, which scarcely could be 
justified by the most ex£vggerated ideas of the parliament'^ 
authority, and which could npt^but unavoidably drive to 
despair, men^ who had already been almost impelled to in- 
surrection by an impost tax. This harsh law declared the 
province of Massachusetts Bay's charter void, and subr 
jected this province, which by its wealth,. its constitution 
hitherto, and the sentiments of its inhabitants, seemed to 
be more dangerous to the government, than all the rest, to 
a new organisation, gi^ounded oa an absolute dependence 
upon the crown. At the same time, another act of parlia- 
naent ordained, that persons, who during the tumults in 
America, had committed offences against public officers, 
in every case, where the governor should have reason to 
apprehend that they could have no impartial trial there, 

, should be sent to England for trial ; a s tatute^^ whi^h accord- 

I ing to British ideas, deserved the epithet of tyrannicaL 
Finally, the minister brought into parliament a law, giving 
to the province of Canada, which had been until then under 
a inerely temporary administration, a constitution entirely 
different from the forms of the oth^ colopial governments ; 
and however the most recent experience might seem to 
justify the government in thi^step, it could not but produce 
the mo3t unfavourable operation in the colonies, who be- 
lieved to read their own future destiny in the treatment of 
that neighbouring country. 
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As soon as these measures were known m'America, the 
general indignation, irritated yet further by the reinforcei 
ment of the royal troops in Boston, and by various unplea- 
sant circumstances and oppressions, inseparable from this 
event, was raised to the highest and most dangerous pitch. 
Instantaneously, through all die colonies but one voice was 
heard; that the contest with England could be decided only 
by the sword. Preparations for Ae most resolute defence 
were every where the great occupation;* exercises of arms 
became the sole employment of the citisens. A congress of 
fifty-one deputies from all the provinces assembled on the 
4tJiof September, 1774, at Philadelphia, to consult upon the 
common grievances, and upon the means of averting the 
common danger. The first measures of this assembly con* 
listed in a solemn declaration, that the unjust and oppressive 
proceeding of partiainent against the town of Boston, and the 
province of Massachusetts-Bay, was to be considered as the 
cause of all tjie colonies ; and in a recommendation to the in* 
habitants of North- America to suspend all commercial inter- 
course with Great-Britain, until the just grievances of the 
colonies should be redressed. Hereupon, the congress re« 
^ solved upon an address to the British nation, and another to 
the king of England, in which the distressed situation of 
North America was delineated witii boldness and energy, 
but at the same time with evident moderation^ and in a 
language, which still deprecated a separation from tite mo^ 
ther country, as a very great evil. 

It could no longer be concealed to the dullest eye, that 
the contest with the colonies had assumed a new and formi- 
dable character, and bad ^read to such an extent, as threat- 
ened the whole British empire. Y«t, nothing is more certain, 
than that at this decisive moment, it still depended upon 
the parliament to finish it happily. No resolution, less than 
that of a total repeal of all the laws, promulgated since 1 766, 
was commensurate with the gr^athess^ of the- danger ; but the 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



C u ^3 

ll|OU|^ tlu« ^ ifluaaeiiiate lf»«of America ww.fl^ #alM?^ 
^ul4 ^>^v^ recjoocUed eveiy wiadto t^monly re^aawim; 
ps^^m of salvatiqi. Unfortunately^ ^4cep ej«3p«i^tiP9» tb^ 
jnflejtible pride, tfee iaUe ai»bitip% all the asgry p»ifiQ«s, 
which tlus fruel syat^Hi had M^troAi^^d awi HQi^bhsd^ 
jpa^iotain^d m>w UJ«5wisfe th«ir prodamb^noe ; aad a fetal 
^iTpr, ^ opimoo thai th«r viotQiy over the ccHouies wQvdd 
b^ infaUiWe ^ easy, ent^ed iptQ ?u unholy lea^e with 
fiJi thg^e pa^iqn^s. The padi^Wt^ at the begiMi^J of 
|h^ y^ar ;iT7^j i^axe|wr)^ablfi:ad4r^^ to the kiiijg^ 4ecW 
red, tjiat both houses^ convinced that a formal r^bellk^ 
I^skI byp^en ph^ in.the provi^c^ pjF Mas^achjiwsfis-Rayt 
jPFpiUd i^tbft^y ^UBport hiift; in every m^a^ure, against 
i;i?beUk>u;| subject*. Inwncdiat^y f^fl»rwa«d% ^v^sral tew* 
1^ mma^<;ifvd severity, by which the*CQlpqies were 4cplif 
ye^ of alj fpr^ip^ cowmeroe, and, \Fh«t wa« yet harder^ 
eifen 9f .^t fiahery.^ppn thecpa^^^ of Newfoandland y? 
WgWy essienti4 tp. their aub^i^tencer pawed by gtiwt Wt 
J9ritics. Spfne of <;hq wisest apd n^)st jeperaUe iitat;e3i!^e% 
lo^ jCbatha^i,^ loird Cam^f n^ lord 3b§lbume, in the i^gW 



• •Wis great m?in, wbo, faithful t« the pripciplcaof wtient policy, 
and animated with the mpst unbovinded zeal for the glory and welfare of 
tis country, V6ich under his administration had reached *th6 zenith oT 
]i^ greatntst, considered the separation of the colonies from 'England, as 
ibe greatest of all eidls> satd among other things, in a mas^ ipvpresaive 
speech, with which on the 20th of January, 1775, he introduced the mo- 
tipn^for withdrawing the troops from Boston. " I announce it to you 
•* now, my lords, we shall one day be compelled to repeal these oppressive 
'* regulations, they»i<!«fbe repealed; ycru yourselves will retract them. I 
*<* pledge myself f6r h\ I stake my reputation upon it; I am content to 
«* pass f«ir tk blockhead. If the^ ^re not refr^tcd.'* 

It is furthermore Tcry remark^e* that the disapprcdjatipp of the 
measures against America, Was not confined to the then opposition partiet, 
•but was equally shown by sevefal of the jprincipal ministers. The duke 
of Oraftori, who from 1*766, !to I770, was IhrslMord of ^treasury, and 
a6ttwtrds» frmn 1771, to 1775, ki^psr of tht scaU» had at ali timet 
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luiase^r^Echituad BuUte, i^dicMid thuii^ and ddS/tr^ in tlie 
fabuse of 'cprnmcmsy eserted ii^ vaiii agfiiitt lh€«e 4lt^mtS 
resoliitiimsy all the yowen of aa VAtaoktHmg elequtuce i 
mkh m perbapft' \ad never beoi tur^atsed. The Bev^nd 
{dans of conciUati^B) which they ^f ayo B ed> were rejected^ 
always with displeasure, someumes wiA contempt; th« 
<sdy step towards peace that ever yns attempted, rested 
Vpon a pco^ect of leid North, evidsntly iiicoikkpeteAt^o the 
end; which would scaroely hanre satisfied the colonies- at 
the outset of the dispute, and cenainly could not ooikent 
them in the year 1T75. i^ .1 .. 

- The coBgrei^ tnsemUed, for the second time, in <M«iy, 
t99Sj ted dtclai^,^ that Iq^tfaeviokalion of the cbarMi^of 
Maaaadifc^etts-Bay, ^ cbnneciibn l>etween diat c€to^~ 
and Ae crdwn^ was cfissolved.'^ Tlie conciliatory bUis^ 
I ksd Nforth were rajdcted ; ^^c$n^ktUid 4trmy9i^dB;rf$f^ 
J jwraitg / were created ; colonel Waf\>Miiydn was 9ppojme& 
coounanderin chiiefiiof'die Antei«caitm>0p8, Sec The #ar 
at diis^period had, iniact; brokeii ouV; iit had been opeaeifr 
bf ifaebatde of Lc^tgioa^ on the 19di of Afoil, and whSet 



r /■/.a /: 



dedaicd himself against the prevailing^ system ; the skme sentimenn^s^fe^ 
MUribed to the earl of DartnMoth* socretaiy oiSiitate Ibr Amerioii^ lord. 
Ifc^ -himselft who from 1770, yrp^t: cpnsid«fe4 as $rtt nunts^r^.is s^i^t^ 
have mfinifested often in the deliberations of th^ cabinet, different principles 
from those he afterwards supported in parliament. But nQthiijg can be 
more surprising, thkn that in one of the most violent debates, whidi took 
plaee in the hoase of lofds. in V^brvmrj ^^t even lord Mansfield^ a-raan 
in htjsh consideratioii, tad sf gceat talents, boi whom the whi^ j^yt% cop^ 
tidered as an exa^^rated partijuuiof the cr^n's rights, and as one of the 
most decided enemies of the Americans, carried away by the heat of the 
contest, formally declared, that the introduction of imposts, in the year 
17^, was the most ahwrd and most penidoitt measure that could have 
b4eD dcfviaed, and had been Hk real caute#f all the subiec|ueiit misfbr- 
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li^ f^V^S^^ W«f« ^Oapdmijak^ r/^bhitf ofe% « second mkI 
fdwh Moodier Amon tpok |dac& at Bunker's iuB^ ivfaere <ii4 
}o6ii fi^t^d by the Gng^ish amy gave a sev^re^ Aougb 
lil^SQ^i^V^f^ly, A fruiiif Bt kasDQ to tjiOttCy w]|k> hacl treated 
IfM^ jsKi^q^liob iK»^s^ the rraistancC) and the SttUiasji 

Altl^oijll^ eveiy h^e of i^aee had now well ntghvftf 
%i«hedr (he .Congress were not however so far discouragedf 
«ft to40dme venturing, ev«n at tlda period, « last attempt aa 
^mrMi^tioii. They resolved a second address to tbe kiiig^ 
in which the polonies under the most .fiarcible asaurances of 
ij^t siibi¥uasio% and of their ynabated wish to reociainnni'* 
ted wkh Great Britain, intreated in the Hioat nvg^t mm^ 
f^N^.thathiani^esiy would give his assent to any fkanrioAn 
^^ejipier, cakidated to pacify &m wretched ccmteat. The adi< 
dresa^was presented on the Ist* of September If f5, 1^ Ife^ 
Pean, of PannsjilviaM, one of the most raapeotid^ a^axsom 
QiS North Ameriqi, w1k> was. infioormed ^^ that no mmmaa 
wxmki be |;iven to it," Soon after the minister hrm^^ 
nfiio: pariiaipent the law, wbkh |a*Qhiluted . aU intorcoiBr^jei 
with the colonies, and declared their ships to be lawful prive ; 
a law^ which was justly considered as a declaration of 
war ftj^unst America, and by some as a formal abdication 
oflth^rigb^tofgoveniment over the cobnies. At the same 
tSmte^thie king concluded alliances with several German pria»: 
tes) who engaged dieir tro<q>8 for a great undertaking; and 
preparations of every kind announced that force alone was 
to, decide the destiny of the British e^mpire* At the close 
Q^^e ^^ssionof parjijunept in FdlMxwy irr^thse bittenieas 
liad» attained its highest pitch. Even the evident danger, 
that foreign powers, and France in particmlar, might take a 
part in the disturbances in America, and take s^vantage of 
]^ngland.'s enijbarrassment, made no impression upon th<s 
ministers and the partiaai^tf Wheasmoie missi!;)«rs>Qf thi 
9{^sition at the beginning of the year 17f6, aa«^rted than 
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Id^. Coilgr698-i|t nilMd^ai lori the FreochrUiiaAimMi 
•beadjr cOmHienced, not oidy the tsmSi, but ewiillie poiw 
1m% of tlwibiitloo^tU grooii^iirftvBs dsabiiu v It^ivte 
inaiiHwiined ^^^ tlwt^faiftd]^ an uiexamjiedi faft d ft ii riai ij tamUL 
m>t bf suifpdsod Jn mqr nttkn^ <^ hoUkig oohBin ifiiolf^ is 
»}r gpirm^kmitArWmg to ietenii^!hfe:obedieiK:o 'o£tb^ 
own sulgects." A reasoning, which in itself rested upool 
rery just pxinciples, but wluch lost all its conclusive xveighi 
^ itit blQiyArof -^fpee^ Hfko^ ^% £ft9da»tioiteii6f%ljr«iliilar, 
l9i4 o^n« tp tiiM^ p»«^ of art^ng itt inl^ 
^/Msisucyj <>f^.4^ ibeir |iiest:>t4ai9«iii poBMS^ieBsylui&katf 
|jie63d$|e^)^QfthQtraBipir)fo * f v - -^^ --'T * 

; 9m^tlMrJ^:ili<Hi^<^thdyfdriirr5,lllamurx^^ 
png in the bowds qf;^ dofoMOl^ir.^Th^ hngnK^aAlilfe 
r^^cdh^es^f Bmliam^t m -die 'wiMafiQf If 75fHNi iM^* tat^^ 
the Asfterieai^^Mt Hwoid^bt %rwar<br Hfe to^^ d fitth ' ^f 
Eveiy bondi^fiuftioal 'waft faiolmi/ Against tifla mxmi ef 
^ old hanpf > dajs ^ iron liaad^:iiieiMmMe*iiMki{i(^afll 
btirrpd every |;^e^ On the. 4thf Of ;^ify 1774^ ihe Co%neai 
dodared tbeJa^ependfmc^ of th» Thilrteevi United fikaieai 
It belongs not to thepurpoa^^tf ^ fieoieoteaaay^ toxom 
^iniej^mh^rr^ft cuiMry l^stoij^ rec9q[Kkil^^ I 

am:hart tp^i^fgf^qcfy ^^d^lf^^ of ^ AnMerieiti rbvea 
hJ^. It'W however sufiei^i^ kM9n^ tfiAtlfe* p^t^esm 
fmd the wiitf of tlif wary q[)m{Af t^ J^ \' 

tiQi^pf4K^e,i^:W'9^haiiFf^a^^ Lt 

i|i equaUy weQrjc4Miipi,,lh0^j4M^ 
WIMT, havif p^ f»^metfa0 enpe gin i toM qtf.att-partfes^,: iTfaal 
8uppart€9»'€^.^-]rai^* tren^r^i^^ eve^jr 

thing must be hasa^ed to sniav^iitn-die j^oasesaion of ibe 
eclogues, its <q)p09es^S) \1p011' ; tiMd priwiple AAt ivttf Aing 
fOU^t hitftf&^eedm^ to J^a-^n^; ihotk:oo»w^;tr<^' ihtStciK 
foce iii4ha cfin^OiMhatiliialot^'aioa^ 
lia^a inpup^la :wo.w^ to th^ UliMk impim. : rE'Wfminmm 
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^as^docMed. Mb a* feir-ylfM^ tfter^die toss df dt^ ^otw ^ 
£vgltiiikhas agam be€0«ie^'^i$^«T£yi^aiid4i^ mif 

-iBor^pciireviUiaiidHBouliilihig.thte^T^.^ And'wllirteviit 

^01^ L .j;- :1'; ' jJ rL'ir!'^ ,-■"*.': "'.rr A ^'. -:]:.*/ c fiwo 

, - Ifireduljnmcdhate«^tiie^«erie9^fee^^ 
bef»rfaece8ii«Miifrify: cixfalbif&d, 4iiclu^d«MM>t^ fibers <$q«tf^ 

sequel, die f6Uowing points of c€miparii6»'Win -A^i^, ttt 
«lmr inuts cteare&t Ii^vth(( eisentiat ^iltoeiiee Ibetweca 

r I'i; The Am^riianfrrNiliiticm yfns gr6titid<Htp*rriy tipwtt 
|M4ibnfierf,.of *vrhioh the yi^t jtw edide nf^ pftrtl^Aipon ^^t^,' 
itt kiifte atleJUit very quesAonabley -wtietivtr^y^wcttfr^iM 
i'i^bt) and Irom'faegttming to end upon no dne that was tkMP-^ 
If sasA'AkaAtikf wrong; itlie^Fiiench revoSution^iiras an ufeii 
int^tuptediMTittB of sttps^ tlie" wt^M^^^WMdh totdd&ioftj 
upon nigonwtf prme^]le&;lfel»ia^ckn6nt be fioubtedt -^ ^ 

bjrljiefit^volous wky df-^imking, M^ tKe^^MJ^ sophistry,' 
and^yen bjr;diehBfto<»M d^^v^tatidns, and^^stupidkidifi 
ference^ariderifrom ^e((t^ oSf.this^revofutitoftry age, beei in 
^ jnanner di60SH*deil aib<^ l9ie idle%m<i§^en^ of sdis^Ksi 
Ik t>edants ^numJrvh€f h^td^ltetns^vesflto'Sti^teimen^^ail^ 
itno longer ioorth^ffihik s0 mUth as-ioiBtsiri iit6 questidni 
^t m tiie ^^es efdlietliittkiiigi of the lyke aiid ihe ^oodj 
arfflkeverrentatnfdie^fiiitaifdthe'la^. - '^ i ^i 
:; • iThe rektioh betw^ei^dieillhabit^tolsrbfa di^mtec^yj 
andtke'govenunent of thft nKHher^eouMtry, m nevei*^ to bd 
eoaQMttPedin all re^ct»^widi the relation' betvten^e ^ 
iK^9tia9«^ and' Aeir nMii<bdiate siAjects. 'In the ^rmer,' 
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jdietelies Idii^yd «ometlia»g itram^d/isMiething iecpUToeal, 
•ttoimedimg unnatund^ Sor it cannot bb deoied^ the firmest 
jfeiondatioB of all 8over»^nty;£» ttvv^gie. mBatk9i the gayem. 
Igiyiaadthose wants are, weaker^ ane'ttove cpiestisonablo, 
.«firiidmwtheniftdv)ttvto«xpi^ mjnelftoyfribathoeyesaild 
4liqfiwfiB|[,Mien^thc:go^enifaiehti»:aithouMd2 * 

jantfiroaiitUe countty^ •irlmli ixBut^riDttyc.thttii^lajgirsr. :^ N^ 

fidf s^ralltiib £ufopdaaistatesv vhick fdiiaded^ or encomrA* 
ged the foundation of colonies in the other qnbrtersiof: the 

Hftdi trecitadJfae pcwqtle^tiaiUD inbrintfed themtcintv^. as tfaie 
jMMftofeiia h^Htttr/^ ntons-BgcecfiUKiBlniCsiice far then: 
owtu. Amtadvk^tviifAk ondd iiot-e^sify^tteirDtDikUe^ vrtni 
tfao Ipnieral purposes nrfi^cictjp^ fi^ ^Atb - ti w ddenlbs im^ 
hinsi^adJcem.^YABse.aailbfJaotlKr.xxiai^^ thf 

cosacii>tt9ne^ X]f>isdepalcienrsta^ift3^^1td whicbthfigr mdit 
aooncr or/la^r .a^nu ttmot^ thftiri^ of im Sm'opkant isif. 
tim^vfirthftir col^uiesi JD^trB]ilceaiaril;La^;vr^ 
tog^ inseci^Qf undgJPiHy/^aifl often iMiIliiiiMf >iag^rijfl^ 

simply, andtiie pondtt»0M,']ipcikwhhiutfi&o^ 
ed, wer^ i^ tfiMiseim* c leM^vand defioite^knf tMstiteavoick 
aid&miftrdal^B.^ilVfaerk»flrf>erbepribte. • [Flrid difiaihibioa^ 
tb0 iiliws:^ liwd aluaibjbfi :nmdk ^ grealbeni^ thendiisioiis igm ' 
frequent and momentoiia^o^hen die intottjbrlixn^ h^^k 
complicated constitution, and when the conditions under 
' y^ich the coloniftft arn rnnnf>rtrH wiih her^ thp rightg^ nAiiJt 
they enjoy by virtue of her particular constitution, the plac6 
wUdrtfaiy t«|ti to hoU M Uiar ioUKtiMitoh^ n#e ndrlftDie 
jrrecistst maiiliBr^efiti • * ' ' ' '* 

*!? his ^s in'tiotK points ^ case witli the Ejiglisb^ c^oIch 
nies, in Nprt^ i^e^ioa^: r How (ar tl|^:nghcs imd Ubor^ 
0f A Afi,V3Slafee|.fMndiftl7b)r.> Brh»ftdt nlufer the-Bntith doiK 
stitution, should extend, and in what pattic^taurtttethm t^ 
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i ^inhabitants of 8ud» a state ahoald ttaaui^ inlii Ibe'lererli 

! jeomponent paiis of ^t mixed conatM^cm i this wasH ffJKt» 

, tion, which at their origin ahouU hare-been cotisktei^ mtk 

I the utmost atto^ioiu Tins tjuestion was Heite ofice 

Uumght of* Hie cokmicB <»3^natecl ktt a time/ wkck the 

-Britiirii constitntion itself had notytt sUtnned itslastpttw 

•fection and canststmce.^ Their cfaarters aH pvooMded 

irom die crxmn* The parlia^nent hod never takttr )sBf pait 

in their setdieineai:* -^ . . 

' Theintermdi&rniirof goveiimient oftiieae coloQief ifecf 
<astmoaS) as the circttmstapccs, ttader irfiich ftey had t i — 
ibnnded^ orionned; IdSohie of the moift iapottihttfaNk beim 
'^raat«i as hereditaiiy.'properQr to private :ptiisotts, so tiiat 
diese, and Aeir heits, might gorrem tiem einttrd]^ a»^faef 
:pleased^ and v<ere sdnrcely iiunfe tiian^ader a-nomimd di^ 
]>cndence upon -die crown* In this motowr had Mavjdand 
been granted to loniBaldmaErei N9r& and Sooth^GirolU 
aa to lord Clarendon; in d^is: manner Pemwjdvania «Bd 
JDelaware belonged to the iaaasaifjoi the ^oelebttted P«in» 
.Others, as Ntfw^HiampBhire, New^Yodk, New^^l^rseys ^^ 
Virginia, were cailed[r<^al pnmiMKe^ kndikitlMiet^MPklng 
vas considered astiie hnittcdi^. vomttei^ ^MAff l)<a^ 
j#as a diird cbs^tiftiQlbmes,. which wet^ eaUed pii«41tfged, 
•nd ih whidi thieipover of dieip«mirdi was Hririced 1^ Ae 
original charters^ ^uch was die^cbntftilutfonof JdhtttohcU 
a^tsi of Rhode Uand^aiidoPGonaseticm* - 

•^ - ' ' ' ..1 '.'■ >'. .If : :,'li. l^' ■' ' ■*.*<►!'. . 

IV ' [ ' ' ' "^•' -7 .•:■■../ ^l-^^n 1 '-^^r,. - ' ' y ' ' ■'"',; ^ 

^•,^*-' (\ ' '* :.'-n ' ' :•" •.; - ''':-.: : ■ ■ ^ .., ^. -': 

^ f lidit 0l ^ <iote $tw^W IbiaiM IwilM tilt vMkt ^rtkc mw 
teenth centurj ; all.liefifiri^ tb^ ii^volfff^ 'f^.if^ '^ pvovuiff of <S«arf 
^is^ the most southern p£ the colomef. ancL which was originally gart oC 
$onth Carolina, was the only one, which receivedlier M^arafc cohstitntioa 
IMbtliebq^iimiltg of flnstenttny; (hi ITfe) and -was* likewise tht only 
•nt tor die settkneiit ^Mr^tivadoa of wte^ the BMA-ffM^itMiit 
MkhMaatsfSF.coit.'. 
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» „X)ie rekdons betnpreen the rojral govqrqotv, and- tht 
provincial assemblies^ were in every <x)lony difierendy de- 
.fined and modified; bjjt the provincial assanUies were ac^ 
customed every where, whether the province was originally 
privileged, royflf or hereditary, more or less, to exercise th^ 
rjlg^t of enacting laws hoc the internal police of the province 
of levying taxes for meeting the public exigences of th^ 
9tate, and of taking an essential part in every thing belongisyj 
to the admininistration of the country. In no single colonjf^ 
however its cons^tution, in respect to its dependancf upon 
the crown, was. organized, was there a trace of a constitu« 
tional and legal authority, vested in the British parUameoU 
The charters contained none ; no (definite law, not so much 
9S a partial statute, enacted in Great^Britain, had ever pro* 
^med, or even mad/e mention of such an authority. 
. In the beginning, the parliament considered this t^eif 
absdu^exduiion from the soverigni^ over the colon^Jl 
with great indiSerc^pe; in the precfdiqg century, th^ 
bounds of their power in general were so litde defined, thai! 
not the smallest doubt ha^ bc^n steuted a^^ainst the amhority 
of the king^ at his pleasure to give, to grant, to constitute;, 
to privilege, to govem, by himself, or allQW to be goven^ed 
by others, ap immense continent in America; this distant 
and uncultivated land, waa besides far too much despised 
for them to co«icem thepiaelve? .about its constitution* 
But when, on the one side, after the, revolution of 1688^ 
the influence of parliament upon all die afiairs of govern* 
ment had become greater, firmer, and more general ; and 
when, on the other side, the extraordinary impc^tance of 
the colonies, in their rapidly growing papulation, in their 
QWistandy improving culture, in their une:^>o^^ and 
^lendid flourishing state, Ivas daily more evidei^t, th^ 
idea by degrees crept into every mind, that so grejat and 
essential a part of the British empire, could not pfossibly 
be altogether withdrawn from the superintendepcury of 
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pArfMieitt^ eren &^gh no^g sliot^d We 1»eilii;i 
of it hitherto m thc^ public tTdnsactiotts. ^ 

^ " In one smgle, thoct^ truly impoitaiit pomt^ th6 patiia* 
tnent had always estercised the legislative powep over the 
colonies, in every thing which cdncem^ ntide, whethei* of 
export, or of impott* Akhough this was precisely the seat 
of thact mighty nlonopoly, which seemed to ^e the colo- 
nies their whole vahrts, and which, on die^ other side, could 
never be so favourable to their progress as liberty woidd 
have been, yet they willingly std^mitted to the regulatioitt 
and restraints of all kinds, with: which the parKam^ in 
cmple measure provided them. It appeared natural and 
^lutable to themselves, that the suj^reme legidative power 
m the empire, should regulate and direct a concern, which: 
mterested not exclusively America, but England tx>o, in a! 
j much higher degree. The right of the parliament, there^- 
fore, to prescribe laws to the colonies rda(i]% taiuuais^c^/ 
and to. every ttdng^Hmpected withdt, was nevtjr caBed in* 
question. . 

But, as soon a» the parliament determined to overstep 

I this right, and to levy taxes in America, without the consent 

f of the local representJ^vcs, the most vehetnent resistance 
could not £ailio break out, and this resisUnce could i» little 
fail to increase, whtn, in the progress of the congest, the 
pretention to bind America by ad: of pi^liament. In- all case» 
whatsoever, was advanced, and formally derived from whi^ 
was cailed th^ legal supremacy of parliament. The otnni^ 
potfHoe of paiiiameDt, so often, and so loudly,' then resoim* 
dud by the antagonists of the colonies, was a very just 
princidie for Englan(d» hut a .very invaUd«ne for America. 
With the parliament, b^ng the trade laws, to whidi the 
colonisjfs submitted from reason and ?iecessity,- America 
had not; the least to do. America sent no repj::^senti«tiyes 

i topariinment, nor did it ever occt^- to ^liament to pffcr . 

h h«r that power, wiiich would indeed not have been jrithout 
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llfMft^HBtd^es carried kUoeSect TI16 colomes, >e^ia*dic- 
leMs postea^ aU 1^ be^efitd of |iie British constitutioii, 
'90^ 9f««l^^ j^eatest paxt of tbei;:' S^tms. Almost in every 
4^ ^ <hem, ^bere was a repreaentathc assembly^ which 
jpiipplledthe f lace of « low^r houa^ aild a senate^ idas^h 
|0flir<B<ed to tfie house of peers. These assemUiiea trati- 
jtifi^pif under t^ Ba^ction c^ the monarch, att dw af&iri, 
whidiin En^and and Ireland were done bytbeparlk^nents. 
They eaairt^ li^ws^ levied t^^^es^ iddiiberiited upon the 
ciige&dieB> imd upon the adnuni«tf^oi!( of their jprorixices. 
They forn^ed, in concmrence vriih the king and' his. ^vcr- 
mrsj a complete g9ve^B|ept{,org|M»i«edjBiltOge^rin the 
apkit of the Ert^gliflb coftstitntion^ and needed naeo««pera- 
fim<t Ae %iti^ ptMrttament« The coHstHntions of ibb 
^n^persd'pvwi&ees) kii^w<^ ^ Jk^ig, and ^ pn^vinciid 
representative bodies, and had no more reference: :tO<itt 
parliaamit of Great^Britain, Uian tp 4he parliftm^tifs of 
prance.. Theyh^^Sxiste^jliaiil^.thaflLafegt^^^ 
koomng any thin^^/sf thft J£ii£^)(|kb&a^i%eient, othf^rwiae 
ihfoi by its cotnmeiH^iid regi4^j49tl^i t whi<^ hiA n^tjabfis^ 
bean to them the most agreeaUe. The|>reteflMled r^^ of 
p«rliftmept to prescribe i^Vra ^4 ^%^^ for them, Was an 
lohitnay assuiBption>':agains^ wjii^ktbe celonies, accordmg . 
to all legal principles, might proceed exactly as Greats 
JMitfim wo«U hay«^ dofie, had aiQr of Ui^ prbvinciid as« 
semUtes undenak^i, with t^e cont^urrenpe of the Jcingi tq 
levy taxes in Engkbdox: Scotlalid^Qr Kb overtfaoowAe mnni« 
cfNiI coastttinion of London or WestininBter, aa^ejpaHiaA^. 
W^t had overthrow^ the charter of Mtts^ochnae^-Bay. : l 
The resistance of the coioaiea, and the tmavoiidabie ia^i^ 
iurreetion, which was finally produced by the contimmnce 
of the atttack, were> therefore, inasofmch as they selected 
thi^ padiameni, perfectly right. The parliament was, in 
segard to th^ colonies, to be coimidered as Vifortignfmvtf:* 
SQl0tig as ibis power had remaaned witbhi .^e bbnnds off 
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i& ailently acknowledged sphere of operation^ ike Monlto 
had submitted to it. To give laws beyond those bomids, 
it was as little authorised, as would have been the legMative 
power of any other natioii. The Americans coi:dd resist h 
with the same right, as they might have resisted the Stated 
Genend of Holland, or the council of the Indies in MfkbM^ 
had these undertalten tb impose upon lh^ their maxnifao- 
turing regulsftions, or stamp taxes* 

The question seems to be more diffictdt, wi& what right 
the colonies could likewise resist the king, vrho, at any rate, 
was their legal anid acknowledged sovereign ? But, if in this 
respect the lawfulness of their conduct be doubtftil, it would 
at feast remain a great point, that its uidawftdness could not 
be clearly proved, and a closer examination wiB lead us t6 
a result yet far more ^vourable to the justifiestion of lilit 
conduct. . - 

For there is a v^ry evident di^ne^on between an 
/ insurrection in a Btrnple^ and one in a compUcatedj or mhteJ 
' cohstituii&7j0 In a simple government, eVeiy resistahce 
against die supreme power, is absdutely illegal, and re^ 
quires no fttrther e^aimination to be Condemned. ^ In a 
mixed government, cases may be imagined)^ in wliieh At 
matter is very intricate, and therefore problematic and 
dubious. 

In a mixed government, the supreme power, or the 
proper sovereign, consists always of several component 
parts connected together and regulated by the constitution* 
JEfLcti of these parts has its constitutional rights and pre« 
rogatives; and those of any one part, though in themselves 
more important, cannot be more sacred than those of any 
other. 'When either k>f them exceeds its legal bounds, and 
oppresses, or endeavours to destroy another, this latter, 
unless the constitution be an empty name, must have tiie 
right of resisting ; and, unless the war, arising from this re- 
sistance, be not averted 1^ some fortunate expedient; if the 
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obi bsAmce cannot l^pin be re8U>i:ed) the contest must ne • 
cessar^lyy and kgaUy end with the dissolution of die con<-^ 
8titution« For betweoi two independent component parts/ 
6f the supreme power in a state, there con no more be a 
judge, than between two independent states. That this is 
a most unfortunate situation for the whole nation, interested 
in iti is self evident. The most dreadful circumstance it 
Imngs with it, is unquestionably this, that the people in such 
a controversy never know whom to obey, and whom to re- 
ust; for whom to declare, and against whom to act ; that 
all rights and duties are thrown into confusion, apd invoU 
ved in obscurity, and that it becomes, a problem, who is 
within, and who is without the line of insurrection* This 
evil is inseparable from mixed forms of government ;*. and 
however great it may be, iu possibility can never be exclu* 
ded from such constitutions* If, for example, the two 
houses of the British parliament should make the attempt 
to enact laws, without the sanction of the king, or the king, 
without the c<mcurrence of parliament, the injured party 
would bey<md aU doubt resist, .and resist with energy ; nor 
could any one deny that this resistapce, even though it 
sliould end in civil war and the ruin of the constitution, 
was perfectly lawfiiL . . , 

The American colonies were precisely in this, or at least 
in an extremely similar situation. Their constitution be« 



* This is undoubtedly the greatest failing that can be objected against 
mixed governments. Fortunately, however, it must be acknowledged, that 
the probability of such a dissolution is more remote in proportion as the 
constitution approaches nearer to perfecdon. For. the more easily one of 
the constituted authorities can resist the other, by its appropriate weight* 
the less will be the nexessity of appealing to arms. On the other hand, 
the more imperfect the balance is, the greater will be the danger of a civil 
war. In this lies properly the decided superiority of the British constitu- 
tion, above all other complicated forms of government, tha* ever were, or 
probably ever will be devised. 
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fyre tiift f <yrdludexi waa evldendjr » nMardb]^^ siioi«t ar-lMl 
Umitedby'theifliflttMce of their pro¥iiieM«S8emUie9«1li!& 
legislative aod executive powees were <li^4de^ betur^efl die 
king smd ^e provincial asseinbKes^ a;! in- j^ogfasd^ between 
the ki«g and the two^ hou9e& of parKeHHost. Hie king and . 
his governor had otiy a iMgative upon aets tif legiskrtieti, 
a&d the pt)ovi»cial assesBblies in most of Ae celofties Aad 
a cOftsiderjible sliare im the govermaeBt. fe all ^epro^ 
Tinces (Pcinnsylvaaia since I^ODexeepted^die^ assemblies 
were divided ittto two hottses, dosdff correspondiiiglA their 
functioas, with the two brioches ol the ]&Msb parM^ 
lAent. The lower house, or il^e vepMseotatire assenUf 
possessed every where the exdusive rig^t of prescribing' 
taxes. In some colomes, for iostanee, in Maeyhnd, A6 
king, by the charter, had ^xpre$dy renounced sA right of 
taxation. In several others be had, m idMt literal sense of 
the word, only reserved the empty titk of so^^i^lgntf. 
Connecticut and Rhode*Island were perfect d^moaraeies^ 
The (^k>nial assemblies of these provinees ehose ^eir go« 
Vemors without the confirmation of the king, and disaMs- 
sed them at plsasure ; they attowed no af^sda froaa the«r 
courts of justice ; dieir laws requkdd no roj^al assetit 7 nay, 
, what is more remarkable, and a proof 06 ^bf^ tbsefaMe hh 
dependence, the«r chartar$ gnuited them even liie rij^ of 
peace and war. 

- The king's power was, therefore, in all the colonies, 
more or less limited; in some, to such a degree that it 
could not be compared with his legitimate power in Greatp 
Britain; and th^ colonial assemblies had a. constitutional 
right to. resi&t hun, . when hfi violalisd th^ eosAidtujdontA 
powers. Now, the meastat» of themaistry, Iron If^ 
Vfere evident attacks, upon those powers* Whether the 
parliament had advised, or cotifirmed those attacks, w|^ 
a& we^v^ before ^ewn, i|othing to the coiomes \ tbej jiad 
to do only with the king, afid the kipg) nGoon^ftg to theip 
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I, ^buMie^ ootaxes^ bat sikli ss die prnvincial 
r^HtvpesdcL Hie stamp-^urt of It^ was, ihere- 
iM-e^ «;i>alalioit o£ thenrni^;; Ae impcot act of ITST, was 
a vklatioftof tbdrTi^ftt; the act of 177Q, wUdi maintain- 
^ the taa^Jtam to lupport^the aupremmcy of pariiametit, \ratt 
»^grois, mad wIh^ uraa wont of aB^ an insoking violation of 
iMr r^ts« To pnaiah ihem for tiieir cot&stitutiona] r^- ' , 
rfaCaiM^ againjBit jiImsc luicoiiatkiitioiial resoit e^ wai a [ 
re^kkig njmdCtce? tbe modk iof tmnhhment (the Boston • 
pottMLl, the fattlto aboHih the Massaehusctu charter, &c.) • 
tNM fibt'tMVc^tt violarioo, it was an entire dissolution of 
^bmlttt vighes. it waa bodimg more, than the proclamation 
of: a fact, when the congress, in 1775, declared, *< that by 
iIht ajbottlioa oF idie Massachusetts charter, tht connection 
iawetm^ $kat ptmnce and the cromn was ^^^okftdJ** No 
i^e*o«ne9 was'left bdtthae of rtpeiting forte by force. The 
<Mnrocait]on of^their first congress, was in itself not an illegal 
measure. This congress exercised originally only the samo 
rights, which were usquestionafaiy widiht :^ powefs of 
me^ provioGi^ assembly. It tepresented a legal resist-^ 
anee, and sought the means of preserving to America dnl 
eonstitutioii she had hitherto possessed. It was not imtif 
{ifter the ministry had spumed at peace, rejected every 
proposad of conciliation, and* finally required unconditional 
safamismm, diat is, had dissolved tht constitution^ that tbe 
congress pvoceeded to the dedanrtion, which substituted 
a newgovtniment, in tbe stead of that which was destroyed. 
W2A the oofenies had the design (and it cannot be de« 
ni<d that they manifested it clearly enough) in this whole 
contest to separate die 4dng cbmpktdly from the parliament, 
all die in«;!ans ^ettf tsiken away frum them of regulating 
their conduct, aco6rding to « system founded upon such a 
separatioB. The iMOiJI tBtiicdiiee ^asoh snbsiated be twe e n 
the mtnistry and^ ^ttanient r >^or was £1: possible to re* ' 
8Ut tbe cmo,* widiai^ (|ulurrel^g tritb the btber. The . kin^l 
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confirmed the tostik nets of patUament; he ceased to U^ 
the constitotional monarch of the ccdcmies, and entered into 
an alliance with those, whom they considered as usurpers in 
a legal point of view. Had the king of England aUied him-> 
eelf with a foreign power (and in a coimtitutiooal sense the 
parliament was no other to the colonies) against tile pariia- 
ment of Great-Britwi, how would it be possible for the 
parliament to ann agsdnst this foreign power, and yet spaire 
the king of England I Or rather, would not the mere im^ 
dertaking of such an alliance include within itself an imme- 
diate justification of every defensive measure taken fay the 
injured party, and an abscdute renunciation of the con^;btt^ 

tiOD. 

I think I have here sufficiently developed tl^e first poial 
in die comparison I proposed, that which relates to the con^ 
duct of North- America ; there now remains cmly the easy 
t^k of exhibiting the second, which relates to the conduct 
■ of France. 

The single period of the disturbances in France, when 
mention was made of militating rights^ was that in whidi 
the parliaments took part, in 1787 and 1788. If the pre« 
ilogatives of these parliaments were not so great and so un- 
questionable, as they would have represented them, yet 
their appeal to them gave at least a colour of lawfulness to 
. their undertakings. That period, however, is to be cotai' 
dered only as preparatory to the real revolution. 

From the breaking out of this revolution, the question 
j as to Ae lawfulness of what the popular leaders did, was 
fiCver (an extraordinary, yet an indubitable fact I) star- 
ed. The word right would have vanished froin the 
French language, had not an imaginary right of the nation^ 
to do whatever they, or their representatives should please, 
appeared as a sort of substitute for all other rights. 

This is not the place to analyse this right of the nation^ 
fipmetimes likewise called right of many a sort of magic 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



I » ] 

«pdl» mA wUch aB die ties tX as^iotis and of humankjr 
wtTt ittsaMiUy <&9olf^* Those, who were serious in 
advandng, grounded it upon the chimerical principle of ^ 
sorereigi^ of the people^ which I have endeanroured upon 
' anodier occasion to ehicidate* Thus much is certsun, that 
the lei^TB ot the rercdudon, under the shelter of this ^ 
talisman, spared themselves and others the trouble of en-f 
quiring into the lawfulness of their proceedings; for in 
dteir system, all was right, which they resolved uppn in the 
name of thcj^eej^, or in the name of mankind. 

In order to judge of their a&ons, according to their de- 
aerts, they must be snatched away from the tribunal they 
have erected for themselves, and placed at another bar, 
whose laws accord better with the dictates of uncorruptcd 
^reasoa, and the eternal prescriptions of real right. 
. ^ When the deputies of the states, assemUed together In 
^ yem* 17^99) diey had beyond aU doubt- the rights to un- 
^ertake great reforms in the government, and even in the 
constitution of the French monarchy. This right, however^ 
they could exercise only under the three following condi- 
tions. Fh^t, that they should observe the general forms of 
an assembly of the states in France, until these forms 
fihouldin a lawful maimer be abolished, or ehanged. Se- 
condly, that their laws should not have the force of laws, 
until usented to by the monarch. And, thirdly, that they 

should foUowthe instructions, g^ven them by their constitu^^ 
ent;s. 

In less than six weeks, they had broken through these 
three fundamental conditions. The deputies of the third 
state, withoiu the least audiority» and with a shameful vio? 
lation of the rights of the other states, declared that them* 
selves alonp constituted the national assembly. 

When the king endeavoured to bring them back from 
this monstrous usurpation to their proper limits, they decla* 
red to him that they persisted in it, formally renounced 
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^ oomwandimg illf^ tm^^a^tr mMim tb adkmvMg^ the 
iflturpatim* • ■* ' ■■ j- 

Thatin/die knHieaiarafate Mrrier^ wluth thtte tvotait 
mccess&il acts of vkdcnte^kad opened^ Aty m^ no 
lotogtriiie«itmttiui€ft fiKimaay 4u«^ 
Ibe instmcUQSis itf tlmff cOBiti«iae*to> vwe i>ot biii^iogttpoii 
Hicmm : : ^ 

: Tb^ bad prftceeded tfaufl lsu% ii4ie&, paitlj bj ^nat io- 
fiuence and eiample^ pardjr 1^ finilte of date edmt, ^vUdi 
li^d not be cottskLertd^hare^ipHkife the<|iie9tion <mif rdates 
^ r^^S'A^^ iSie gehenil rebdUon*br4teout in P«m, «hd in ill 
the profmefis; : F«rftiQmiAsqjft2^^Wfl^lhisrel4^oi^i^ 
in {Ktrfe&cpMrMt mtb tiie i^iie^dat peopkm. America^ 
had not the most disttiit coilbiectioai Hrkh ti^ taWfii} d^ec^ 
^ dib nafiCMM^ MMm^» thef ebembtd aodio^to^d it, 
i;five.'it leg^dftliw £Mce alid cottsbltfnce, tu^of^rrod chrfe 
a^vti9 ap^irilt 9«ithM»,€alkdit aiijidlgri^'vivtttoiift bsutv 
rect&on, apd took i:tt€i to hiive k tnmtMy^ m « <oiAmMt 
&Mi>ei duting the whtd« .p^i6d of their tf iye e aq fc iiU ; 

Under the trimdow of tUtf insttiv^ftiaii^thef, who badipte^ 
ced thevaaeives m ita ho^ »^dt tfiiun tq^dti) thtmstWfts nil 
r«iqK>n$ibHi4^, i^« ^dk>d.of tworyoirariiin thimig^ ^jXtfM 
T^n^ttk»blh ism^fi jl^Y^t^on of all iright^^ puUk ^ pn* 
vatfe, th^.the wtold ever bfehekir They dnetr u{h wtjiml 
ever so much as asking the free as$en$ ^^ IHingf i^ ooii&tit^ 
tion so caUed, the incompetency, the in^racticidDility, the-m* 
dS€«dott& ^ri»finrd&ty oCi^cli vr^ eo gfeiftt) diftt, ev«a among 
iuaudiors^andther imexampted yet indubitabk £M;t)^il6t 
a single ikum ^vrouldeTer have serfafUsly defended it. Hiis^ 
c«ii8tit«tion4hey ^oompeUed die Idilgy upon pain ol foeingte* 
mediately dethroned, to snbsctib^-^md awear to; 

Scarcely bad this happened, ^en tSieir sitecessors, who 
by virtue of this oon^itution sdone^ had^ sort of legal ^adsO 
•ace, and hcH something re$emblin^ an authori^ty lo ^ew^ 
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MOirituttoi, c&^dttd aU ih^h ««aet, ^md wM «nis^ stUl 
ttore re¥<4titi|t) ^ ^^^ poUio xm^ouim to its dcrtni c tio d . 
In kill dun a yem ih^f «6e€d|i(bul k^dfectittg tliip iieir 

ii8Uft>«tiaii» ^ Widioiik io mtBo}i ai^ Iuh4ng a iirg«i/ ^etthet^ 
dl«y MMpeaded the <}O||stiC0«Mi» detlnroud ih^ kis^ asto^ 
mod to themselves^ still forsooth in the V4m^, qf ym. p^9pkf 
tho po^lr of odliDgi a nathtud comvnaian^ ^ipd proclaimed 
the t)8|Mibtie^ '$AA.£^weTigmKiiii^ ^^bjM m w^m vxmiU use 
to change his dms* B7 IcMig hahb dbud tp ov^ senti^ 
HMHIC of rigii^ loniiBntad by aU the fiiriaB, {liiag«d l^otWit 
ffiMic wcasurisft, by criaMB, aad cahimiriiga of evoy Jcind 
i&to thfi lowest depth of qrimnal f(M4uQ?dittest| ^jr ^q^ 
prodakned against humanity ^aac^ aU its riglitRi jt |ticwd» 
inreconeUe^ble warg «Bdii»sbi^iK)mid thoia wery doof 
foffttonii atxLto nap die laat thi!ei4 Jbgi whic^ tk^ /4l% 
held togethar with akMprfiil existea^y tbifr QiaiUjr WMrd^r^ 
ed ^tic6 htrasl^ in the pevsea of the mast aDapdfliliPl^ 
and 4Bipigfaa monarchy who had aver adar^ed a.&ruM* / 

The Fraiiph.tiey^utio% tberafoit<s> boCP. j^ ^ ^!<4alalhMi 
of rights, every step of its progress was a violation of rig^l^ ^ 
and kvas never tsgy^ \xatil it had auoceisdad fO ef$»Wsh 
abaoi|itK wtxaig, as dhe snprema aftd aicfcooild^dliad a»a»ai 
ef a state coaopletcly diasolvccl» and yat aablmf t^rif in 
bloody ruins. 

; 3«.The Ameidiraii reirohitaoii was fr^tn be^nniag <9| 
and, on the part of the AmmcmBy mardy a d^imh».^0MH ' 
k0im; th# Fvenidi aras froui beg^vgmiag ta tad^ te the* 
hig^iaat sam^ of the trcaxi, oa c^bKwe rambi^hu* , 

This diierewe of itself is essential anddatiMi^ }. ftftpoa 
it^reatay peiiiaps a»oic than uipon dcxf othar^.tlie pmyim 
character, which has distinguished these two revolutions. 

The BfiQsh govenraient began Ac revolution in Aaae- 
rica by resolves, for which they could shew no right ; the 
colonies endeavoured by all means in their power to repel -. 
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tMm. The cdomjes^v^Ukedto m^^ 
/tion; the^ipQvsriuii^i^Uks^^^djt. The resistsmcCy.ifKlpli 
the.cobnids opposed i^[ftui^t the mother counuy^ wa», ia 
every^period of this usiha^py content, f xnctly commeofti^tt 
with die attack ; the. tc^ sepjuralion w^.t^t resglvcld^ MntU 
the utter impossibiiity: of preseryiog the ancient coiKlitiaD 
.was proved. . 

The atamp»-act threw America into the most violent 
conuno^on ; tumultuous sc^es^ thoi^ attendedwith no 
acts of bloocty violence, broke out in. all the provinces*^ 
But they were no where £)rmaUy sanctioned by the appro* 
bation ofdie legiaktive authorities. The Uttle congress, of 
Sa- deputies of several. cdonieS) who in the year 176$ 
assembled let New«¥ork, and served as the model £or the 
sobseqtient krjBper. assembfy, passed no other resohition 
than that ^< the colonies ccmM only be tK^ by their re* 
I^'esentatWes," i|nd expressed this perfi^idy lawfiil rescive^ 
\iipeti$i&n8 to the king. The sing^ general measure, whith 
was then offered, the non*-importation agreemoit, was. a 
vottrntary V enga^^em^^t^ sanctioned by, no public, autho- 
rity;'j' '-'■'■■-, » 

• Tlkt^dttlarmory acty which appeared in the year t7B&i 
together with the repesd of the stamptax, c<»iklaiot poasi<« 
bly iie agreeaUe to the cqloBies since it expressly. and.so-> 
lemnly maintained the right of the British pailiament to 
bind them by law in dll<:ases Whatsoever* Yet was this act 
reteked with great ami remarkable tranquillity; and had 
the British govemmeiit, from that time £>rward, giyen jop 
forever their unhappy innovations ; had they continued to. 
govern the colonies, acoiiding to the old constitutional 
principles, diere never MPOuld have been uttered a com^ 



• In many places the public officers appointed to collect the itaihp-tax, 
were hanged up, or beheaded ; but ally only in effigy. 
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. plamtiftgaiiiftt the declsmtory act« R was long aAferwdrd^; 
and when' die colonies had been provoked by repciited 
attacks of every kihd; to the utmost extremfty^ that the 
provincial assembly of -Massachusetts-Bay, declared that 
^iftate, an oppression* i 

The resistance against the iitapoist taxes of 17^67, was of 
the same nature^ as that which the stamp-tax had experien- 
ced. This new grievance of the colonies, wits accompanied 
y widi circumstances of the most ofdious kind : the augmen- 
^ tation of the troops, the conduct of a 'part of tfiem, the 
.hat^hness of some governors, the frequent adjournments^ 
&\nd violent dissolution of. the provincial assemblies, all 
i#aB calculated to put the patience of the Americans to 
dmngerous proof. And yet they never overstepped the 
boundaries, which the constitution and the laws preserved ^ 
to|themt and in ^eir numerous addresses and prctestai 
ttdtilK, adhered rigorously to what w-as alloM^ed by law. 
Wh^n in the year 1770, a violent quarrel arose between- 
some' of the royal soldiers, and certain citizens of Boston/ 
wMoiiMded in the^r&t bloody scene the colonies^ had in- 
theit Contest with £ng^and yet witanesscd, . the courts 6t 
JbWj m'nik a gilorldus impartiaJity, acquitted the greatest 
part of the accused and indicted soldiers. 

. -The continuation of the tax upon tea in the year I770/ 
had no other consequence than to strengthen the voluntary 
a^eement against the importation (^'English tea ; the re- 
solve in the year 1773> which autlKH'ised the East-India 
company to the exportation of their stores of tea, free from 
duty, and the actual execution of this resolve, could not, 
indeed but produte a still more unfavourable operation. 
This measure -wjm altogether calculated to provoke the 
colonies to a general insurrection. Yet did they keep' 
themselves rigorously within the limits of a necessary dc« 
fence. The destruction of the tea at Boston was, in fact, 
BO other than a defensive opetatioa. -The sale of this tea, 
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<^ 491% a f9r% ^f kf i^ukl h^e m¥Ohri»d <he cbqiptilflSVcr 
\^vf<4 a tWf Jpf^rf^ymtnt of firhkh the eokiAitutioxl oi 
am cdk^nU^AiHl s41 th^ir r«^t9 wbukt Mvje boen'lastK 
JTe^, «yfii| then,* tbcyj pr<?ipee4«d »ot beyottd what wiU u»^ \l 
avoidable, and measured the resista]:i€e hb ^Mctty a^ poo^? i 
^le J>y thp nHacJt. ^^'he ^a -wa^ thrown 4wbQ th^ ««a, iand | 
9pt :^ f isngle hostile Attp followed ^pon Itbta uadtffl^iiif. ^ 
1$^, altlHHigh ibe.piiUic authorities of Soatcmi md Of .the. 
vhc^ proifiiicjcf, held it for oeceslary^) as mudi as t vety 
^pglecitizw,. yet they always uudcnidaty ^ai^vered 
^^9M»^lvf^ r^sido^ to.gramt die fuUeat nidionimt^ to ^ 
K^st Judia coflipfwy. - i, 

Had the iiiiBiftry, at this perkd, bem dontentdd^wiiti 
ai^ efiiutable fat^s|%ctionj had they, K they must purnA; 
hee^ Gontam to idfli^t tolembk aad {Mroponlooable pomfii 
xn^ats, there is no doufa^ bi^ America WouU have m«r 
mailed with her old./confftitu^n* AkhOjagh a gr^t.^fmt 
9f th« i^abi^ta of the. cokHu^, in expectation pf a ^ITy 
tresriflg a«d stormy fmurity^ mg«d fiw energy iUkI for 
s^^ve>C> y^t w^' this tamper stUl &r froib b^iag o^^vboiu 
Jt is, for ^xatapli^) a oei^i^it fact, that it t^ nnportant phh- 
yinqe of P0|inByl^^ia« ^ majority of %hu citic^us would 
have voted agains.t iakiog a part in lh« measures atiBostxm, 
l^d not the au^five ^nd unwise harshness of the psrlia^ 
i|i6x|t» hi ^ short ^nm^ inflamed and united all mind64 

The apyofuapce of the act, which dosed the port of 
^st^O, of that which, immediately^ sfter, look away the 
Massachusetts chairter, the account of ail what had passed 
in parli^uaaent^ upon that oeca»on, ^ Visible impossibility 
of eradicating peaceably such deep looted bittemeaB-**^ 
these circumstances ccu^j&uiTed to render a sudden explo* 
^on.probabl^} many of^the resolved of parliament were ib- 
diiputahly of a mature to furnish suficient motive for such 
^ e:iplosic#. ^Vft the provincial assemblies contented 
themselves with sendiog deputies to a general congress* 
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llot one over h.a»tf step dbtuil^ed the pa^fic^md hewM 
character' *of their conduct in this haf d ai&d tr^Hig period.^ 
'^The Goi^prQs^, which a$»embkd ^t PhiknUlphils q>9U 
with energetic frtodom of the constitutional rig^ of the 
eoloni«s, and of the 0{>pre9ftive meaaiu'es of parirament ; 
. t)at their first re&olvcs were more moderate, than p«rhap$ 
Ei^gland herself had expected* An iDvitation to a seneral 
agreement against all trade with Oreat-Briuin was the only 
active step they allowed themselves; and after all wba( 
^ parliament had done, diis step was of litde importance^ 
Pow far th^y were remote^ even th^n, from a total sepam; 
^tion, and how much the conduct of the colonies deserved 
^e name of a lawftil deiisnce^ may be learned from the fol<t 
lowing conclusion of the remarkable addresf, which thia 
congress knnwdii^dy before separating, sent to the king# 
I ** We ask only for peace, liberty and secitj^. We 
*« wish ^ diminution of toj^al prerogatives, we demand 
<* no new rigfUsp From the magnanimity and justice 0f 
<<your majesty, ami the parliament, we promise our- 
</ selves the tedresa of onr grievances ; firmly coowinced, 
<* thai when once the cause$ of out pre^nt complaints are 
♦' ren^oved) our future coiEiduct will not be undeserving oi 
*< the nwlder trei^menl, to which ve were in better days 
<^ fif:cu^lomed* We call that Being, who tries the in()»oeit, 
« hea?ti to witni^ss, that no other motive, than the fear of 
l^ th^ destruction, which threatens qs, has had any influx 
** ^<;e. upon oi»t resolutions* We therefore intreat your 
^ <n^sty as the loving father of all your people, hound to 
" ypu by the tiea of blood, by hiws, affection, and fidelity, 
¥ not to permit^ in the uncertain expectation of a result, 
^ which nev«r can compenss^ fer the wretchedness by 
*' which it most be attained^ any further violation of those 
" sacred ties- So nwiy your majesty In a long and glorious 
** reign, enjoy every earthly bliss^ and this Wiss, and your 
^* undiminished authority descend upon your heirs and 
** their heirs, till time shall be no more." rr^r^M^ 
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- The American agents in London, Boltan^ Franllin and 
Lee, petitioned to be heard in support of this address, at the 
bar df the parliament. Their request was rejected. * 

Soon after, this cruel act, which deprived the colonies 
of all navigation, and even of the fishery, bbtained the force 
of law;, and the very moment, when this harsh law was 
past, was chosen to make the only proposal of concilia^on, 
which the parlianoent had ever offered. According to tWs 
proposal, which is known by the name of lord North's 
Conciliatory Plan, every colony, whose representatiVea 
would engage to deliver their proportional contribution 
to the exigencies of the empire, and raise besides the costs- 
of their internal administration, provided their oflfers should 
be approved by the king and parliament, was to be secured 
in the exemption from all, further taxation: Not to mention 
that the only object of this plan notoriously was to divide 
the colonies; that it was offered them by an armed hand, 
that the smpiciou^ proviso made the favourable conse-* 
quences of its acceptance extremely douUfol, it pr^edy 
decided the true point of Contest, in a manner wholly con- 
tradictoiy to the principles of the Americans. The parlia- 
ment renounced a right which notoriously did not belotig 
to. them. But they renoimced it, orfy to exercise, once fef 
aXy whkt they had wished to exercise by piece-meal. The' 
injitstice and inconsistency of this proposal could not for H 
moment escape the notice of the colonies. The second ge- 
neral congress, which assembled on the 10th of May, 1775, 
rejected it upon grounds, the force of which must be felt by* 
every impartial mind. " Should we accede,^' say they, in' 
their answer to this proposal, " we should expressly declare 
".a wish to purchase the favour of parliament, without 
*' knowing at what price it would be set* We hold it su- 
** perfluous to extort from us^ by violence- or threats a pro- 
** portional contribution, to meet the general exigencies of 
^^ the state, since all the world knows, aAd the parliament 
*' must themselves acknowledge, that whenever ihereto re- 

_ie 
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^^ quired. In A:cOQ$$ijtQCional mantier, we hi^ve always ricUy 
** coutril;>uted. It is unjtlst to require permsiaent contriliU'' 
^^ lions of the colonies, so long as Great-Britain possesses 
*^ the monopoly of their trade ; this monopoly is, in itsetf) 
» ** the be^jigst of all tontributions. It is unjust to wiab to 
^^ i^^Lji^do.ubly. If we must contribute in. like proportioa 
"with the other parts of the empire, allow us, like them too, 
*? a free trade with all the world." These unanswierable ar« 
guments were at an immeasurable distance from the language 
of insolent rebellion. 

When, finally, the congress rqsplv/wl upon the general 
armkig cf the country, defence was still their single, and ex« 
elusive object. The constitution . hud been long sincci 
witfaput their fault, tpm to pieces; they might have pro« 
ftaili^d immc^ately a new one upon its ruins; but they 
iq^cialed to arms, to maintain the ^ same, constitution, of 
which the colonies had been, with so much violenpci 
diet^ived, . . ' 

The surest proof of this glorious moderation was, idiat 
tb^y the^vielves, after the ^t^al bre^ng out pf hostiUt^ps, 
atld wh^ a gre$it part of the inhabitants pf America, nr|^dw.^ 
{or. more energetic measures, did not oinit adother attempt ' 
l^petitic^&iand refnpnstrances, to attain the end of their 
wishes. In the midst of the most vigorous prepa|:ations ; 
^r a desperate defence, they resolved, in the month of 
July, 177 5 i"^ another address^ to the king, to which W4# 
given the inviting and significaiit na^e of the 'olive brancfu 
Even in this last address, we read with astonishment, 



* Stiortlf before, tbe €ong;rass are taid to have resolved upon a^deeU* 
ration^ hj virtus of which, the colonies offered, " not only for the fut«f«« 
in time of war, to pay extraordinary contributions, but likewise, provi^* 
ed they were allowed a free trade, for an hundred years, to pay an aranol 
sum, sufficient in that period to extinguish the whole Britbh national debt,** 
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taKmg oilier diltigs, &a fofiours: ^^ Devoted td the penm, 
** thfc famify, «t»d the government of your majeBtjr, wkh alt 
^^ the attachment, whkh only principle and feeling con-iii^ 
** Bplrey connected with Great^Britain, by the strongest ties 
** that can unite human soeieties together, dee|dy (dieted ^ - 
*^ ev«ry event diat may weaken this connection, we m^st 
^^ eokmnly ass^e your majesty, thpt we wish nothing midH 
^* ardeHihj thm ^e restoration of the former hdrm^ntf between 
^* £{Vg^d and the cotonies^ and a new unbn, founded upon 
^^ a lasting basis, capable of propagating that blessed har* 
^< mony to the latest generations^ and transmit to a grateful 
^< posterity your majesty's name, surrovmded with thait lm« 
f^ mortal glory which wae in evety age hestow-ed upon the 
^< saviours of the people; We protest to your majesty, that 
^ notwithstanding all ouf sufferings in this ui^uippy contest^ 
^' the hearts of your fkidiiul colonists are Cur from wishing at 
f * reconcfilintioft upon eonditi^is, which oould be inconsistent 
" with the dignity, or the welfare of the state from which 
'< diey sprung, and which they love widi filial tenderness. 
^< If the grie^t^ceS) whidi now^ow us down with inexpree^ 
^^ sible pain to the ground, oouid in any manner be removed^ 
ii your majesty will at afi times find yourfc^ful M^ects ki 
^ America, wiffing and ready, wilJi their lives and fertunee^ 
^ to maintain, preserve, and defend the rights and interests 
*^ of dieir sovereign, atid of their mother country.^ Th» 
was the address, which Mr. Penn, on the Istof September^ 
17T5, delivered to die earl of Dartmouth, npbn wWch, 



and to have been deterred from* giving their last sanction to thi& declara* 
imtL, <m\f hf rke aooosnt of new fa«stik meastti^s ^ die |>arU&nient. 
This highly remarkaible ^t I msiition however wif •spoa tkt authori^ 
«C a mgle writer, a frerf severe antagonist of the mijMstry, though other- 
triae vcrjr wcU informed. Belsham'i Mmstom <i£ Geongt III. Vol. 3^ 
p. Ifl6. 
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^bme days after, he tras Informed, ihat no Ji 
given. It was ndt imtS after tWs list attettt^ 
fruitless, after an lintnerctfiil statute had outlawed American 
ships, and the levying of forei^ tro6ps left them only iht 
choice between the dissolution of their constitution, with 
uneonditional submission, and the satnc disfeokitiott with the 
free thoice of a new one, that the congress passed thd 
resolve, which reasdn and necessity prescribed, and dficlatj^d 
flic colonies independent, because independence was a 
ttnaller cvH than dfejjfendeilce upon arbitrary WiU ; and their 
^infiilfy maintained, and painfiiUy d^f^nded dependence 
npott the^old laws, Was lost forever. 

The revohitiOrt of America was, therefore, in every sens^ 
of the word, a revolution of necessity : Ettgland, atoiie, had 
by violeitce effected it: America had comcndad ten years 
Ibrtg, tiot against England, but against the revohltioii: Ame- 
rica sought not a re^dfutlon ; she yielded to it, compdled hy 
itecessky, not because she wished to ettort a better conditlori 
tfian she had before enjoyed, but because sh6 wished to 
avert a worse ott6,' prisparcd for her. 

Exacthr the contrary of all lihis, was the case itf Prahce.^ 
The Fretieh reVolutiott was dfhnsiire'in its origih^ offensive 
in ito progress, offensive iti its Whole cOmpas«, and iri every* 
single characteristic mdment of its existence-. As *he 
Amerkan revolution had exhibited a Model of ttidderatSon 
in cfefence, so the Fretich one displayed an unparttHelcd ei* 
ample of violence aiid inexorable fiiry in attack* As the 
farmer had always kept the vigour of its defensive mea- 
sures in rigorous proportion to the exigency. So the latter^ 
from the weakness of the resistance made agaitif^t it, %e» 
came more and more violent and terrible, the mOre etKise 
it had to grow milder. 

Could the destroyers of a throne, conld the teachers and 
heroes of a revolutionary age, themselves have formed the 
character of a prince, under whom they would begin their 

G 
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/ dreadful experiment, they never coul^ have succeeded bet- 
ter, than in that, which a cruel destiny, delivered into their 
hands. X.e^is the l6th promoted the revolution by aU th^ 
good, and by all the weak, sides of his character. He wa$ 
pertainly- not equal to; the circumstances, imder which hc^ 
b^ to act, and to the dangersi which Jie was to overcome i 
but what rendered his. want erf energy truly fatal, weire his 
virtues. Had he been less honourable, les^ benevolent^ less 
humane, less conscientious, perhaps he mig^. y^ Mye;^ 
3Rved' the monarchy* The^unh^qppy, certainty that.it was 
impossible for him) so much as for a nv>m«nt, to be 9 
tyrant, made him and the state the victims of the.mosi; 
shameful and- most revolting tyranny that the world had 
ever seen. His noUe readiness to encoursige every things 
which assumed the name of reform, drew him ii^o tbe first; 
false steps, which shook his throne. His hofror of violence, 
tore the sceptre from his benevolent Mands. His integrity 
; was the best ally of those, who plunged France and him in^ 
the precipice. . . 

He looked with satisfaction tofwards that. assen4>ly of. 
the states, whose effects ha4 in the couniciil of the wicked 
' been long prepared. They rewarded . him l^ the decrees, 
which excluded him from die goverament of the king^; 
dom. He would iK>t suffa: his troops to use force against 
the first insiirgents. They rewarded him by the general inr 
svu:r,ection of the capital and of all the provinces. He en^- 
deavoured, even after havinglostall his'pow^r, and tasted the ; 
bittfi:^st afflictions, siiLch, as. a dethroned monarch only can 
knP^w, still ta turn the c;vil to good* They improved this 
insvurmpi^ntable rcr^sd temper, this pure and real civism, to 
be guilty with less interruption, while he continued to hope ; 
and to crush him with the load of their {^esent crimes, while 
he Jooked forward to a better futurity. 

It may boldly be maintained almost every thing that 
has been said of |he resistance of the court and of the 
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great, of their conspiracies, of their cabals against the 
revolution, was merely a wretched fable. That the injur- 
ed, the oppressed, the plundered could be no friends t6 
their oppressors and pluhdercrs is self-evident ; as far as 
mere hatred is resistance, there was an euormous mass of 
resi^taiH^e against the revolution ; the leaders had themn 
selves created these internal, these secret ho^ilities, of 
which they so often complained. They must have extir* 
pated human nature herself to secure to themselves for- 
giveness, or a disposition to fovour their cruel operations. 
But, throughout their whole career, <h^ met with no active 
resistance, and the only circumstance, which could spread a 
varnish of credibility over their incessant fictions of plots, 
counter-revolutions, &*:. was, that they deserved all, that 
they pretended to suffer* 

If we foUoW' this revdution through all Its periods, wo 
shall find that the strongest motive for effecting any greater 
usurpation, for maint^nitig any greater injustice, for com-^ 
mitting any greater crime, constantly was, that a smaller 
one had immediately before succeeded. The single motive 
for u^g persecutioiis, was, that the victims had aheady 
suffered others. This was the character of the French' 
revphition, in wholesale and in retail. The sufferers were 
ptmishabk, merely because they had suffered ; in this bit- 
terest of aU offensive wars, they seemed so cautiously to 
shun every thing that made a shew of- resistance, that rtiey 
sooner forgave a struggling, them a defenceless, enemy; - • 

The relics of the old constitution were not so much' 
boundaries to the omnipotent desolating power of the revo- 
liXtion, as land^marks, designating its victorious progress, . 
The constitution^ of 1791, was only a short and voluntary 
pause; a sort of restirfg point, at which nobody meant long 
to wait. The second national a8seml)l5' did not make a pass, 
no, not <me, which was not an attack upon some niin or other 
of the monarchy. The establishment of the republic did*not 
satisfy its authofs^ The ^i^ecutipi^ of the king scarcely ap^ , 



fiejised the ravenouane^s of his bntchersi for a abgle inetant. 
Jn the year IfOS the thirst for destruction bad gone so far, 
that it was at a foss for an object. The well k»own sayings 
that Robespierre meant to reduce the population of France 
by one half, had its foundation in the lively sense of tho 
impossibility of satisfying the hitherto kisatiatc revohitic^, 
with any thing less, than such a hecatomb. 

When there was nothing more left in the country to 
littack, the offensive frenzy turned itself against the neigh- 
bouring states, and finally declared war in solemn decrees 
against all civil society. It was certainly not the want of 
will in those, who then conducted this war, if Europe pfc- 
served any thing, besides ^ bread and iron." Fortunately, 
T^ strength was great enough long, to suf^rt such a wiU* 
The unavoidable exhaustion of the assailants, and ii6t the/ 
power or the merit of the resistance m^de, saved society; 
and, finally, brou^^t the work shops themselves^ where the 
weapons for its destruction were forged, within its benefi* 
cent bonds again. 

As the AmeHcaq revolution was a defensive r^rolutioo, 
it was of course finished, at the moment, when it had 
Overcome the aUack, by which it had been ocoasioned. 
The French revolution, tBue to the character of a moa* 
violent offensive revolution, cpuld not but proceed so loDg 
ajs there remained objects for it to attadc, and^ it ret^dned. 
strength for the agsault* 

,3. The American revolution, at every stage of its dura- 
tion, had a fix^ and definite object, and mo(ved within 
definite linaits, aud by a defimte direction towards this ob- 
ject. The French revolution never had a definite object; 
and, in a tjiousand various directions^ continui^ crossing 
each other, rac^ through the unbounded space of a fantastic 
arbitrary will, and of a bottomless anarchy. 

It lay in the very nature of a defensive revolution, like 
that of Amertca^ to proceed from definite objects^ and to 
pursue dej&nite ends^ The^ peculiar situation, and the peeu* 

digitized by V^jOOQ.^ 



[ 53' ] 

liar character of the North-Americans confirmed and se- 
cured this moderate and beneficent quality to the progress 
of their revolution. 

In the course of it, two principal periods may be ob- 
served ; that^ from the first Iwreaking out of the contests in 
1765^ until the declaration of independence in 1776, and 
that^ from this declaration, until the peace with England. 

-In the first period, the single towns and provinces, and 
afterwards the members of the general congress, had for 
their declared and sole object the salvation of their consti- 
tion, and of their rights and liberties,* as they then stood, ^ 
from the oppressive usurpations of the British parliament. 
And I think I have clearly shown, in the former sections of 
this essay, that every step they took, during that critical 
period was calculated for preservation, not for conquest, 
for resistance against innovations, not for ardour 2&Kt 
them; for defence, not for attack* 

In the second period, indeed, a new object came in the 
place of that^ which they had until then pursued: the 
British parliament had compelled the congress to proclaim 
the independence of the colonies ; but, even this decisive 
measure by no means threw America into the precipice of 
lawlessness, into the horrible gulph of an unmeasurable 
interregnum, or into the slippery career of wild and 
and chimerical theories — The machine of govemijientwas,] ' 
and remained, completely organized: the revolution bad 
taken from the king his negative upon legislative acts, 
dmost the only essential prerogative, which as sovereign 
of the ccdonies he immediately exercised : but every pro- 
vince took care that this important function should be per- 
formed by another autfiority, distinct from the le^slature, 
and Ge<wgia and Pennsylvania, were the only ones, which . 
entrusted the legislative powers to an undivided senate. 
The royal governors, who till then had stood at the head; 
of the executive powei^, were replaced by others, chosax 
by the provinces themselves j and as the former goyer-* 
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. pors, owing to their great distance from the mother coun- 
try, had always held powers in the^ highest degree discre- 
tionary and independent, this alteration could not be much 
felt — The great and immediate exigences of social life, 
the local administration, the police, and course of judicial 
Proceeding were continued as before. Nothing but the 
loose tie, which had connected America with England, was 
broken ; none of the internal relations were discomposed ; 
all the laws remained in force ; the condition of persons 
and of property suffered no other revolution, than that 
, which was necessarily brought with it I ** The people, says 
that very well informed American historian Dr, Ramsay, 
scarcely perceived that an alteration in their political cont 
6titution had taken place,'' 

As the founders and conducters of the American revo-» 

lution, from the beginning, knew exactly how far they were 

to go, and where they must stop; as tHe new existence of 

their country, the constitutions of the several provinces, 

and even the organization of the federal government, Ift least 

in its principles was definitely prescribed to them; as Aeir 

purpose was in no sort to create, but only to preserve, not 

• to erect a new building, but to free the old one from an 

I exemal, burdensome, straitening scaffolding, and as it never 

; occurred to them, in the rigorous sense of the word, to 

reform^ even their own country, much less the whole world, 

' they escaped the most dangerous of all the rocks, which in 

QUr times threaten the founders of any great revolution^ 

»the deadly passion for making political experiments with 

abstract theories, and untried systems. It is of the utmost 

!importance, in judging the American" revolution, never to 

lose sight of this point, and by so much the more important, 

. as certain expressions in the early resolves of congress, 

^the maxims of single writers, but especiaBy the frequent 

appeals of the first leaders of the French revolution to the 

example of their predecessors in Americaj have encourn 
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aged, and Spread abroad the opinion that these, in truth, 
opened the wide field of revolutionary speculations, and of 
systematic anarchy — ^True it is, that the declaratiocpof in* 
dependence published by the congress, in tl^i name 
of the colonies,"* is proceeded by an introduction, in 
which the natural and unalienabk rights of ^lan^ind are '- 
considered as the foundation pf all government ; that after 
this assertion, so indefinite, and so exfposed to the greatest 
misconstructions, follow certain principles, no less ii^defi- 
nite, no less liable to be abused, ffom which aU inference 
might Jbe drawn of the unlimited right of the people to 
change their form of govemmeiiit, and what in the new re- 
volutionary language,, is called their soveretgnty. It is like- 
wise true, that most of the constitutions of the Uiinited -^ 
States, are preceded by those idle declarat'iGn of rights^ so 
dangerous in their application, from which so much misery 
has at a later period been derived upon France, and the 
whple civilized World*' Much, however, as it were to be 
wished, that the legislators of America had disdained this 
empty pomp of wprds, that they had exclusively confined 
themselves within, the clear and lawful motives of their re- 
Si§tance ; a resistance at first constitutional, and afterwards 
neee&sary^ and within the limits of their uncontrovertible 
riglv^, yet it cannot esqape the observation of those, yiho '^\ 
attentively study the history of their revolution, that, they I 
allowed to these speculative ideas, no visible influence apoa v t 
their practisal measures and resolves — They erroneously ^- 
believed them neceissary to justify their first steps;* but 



• I believe that in the first section of thisZssay, 1 have completely 
shown the lawfulness of the American revolution upon legal principles; 
and yet yi that analysis, it will be found, that' the sphere of unalienable 
rights of man, and the sovereignty of the peoj>la, and the like principles, 
are not once touched upon. 
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'^cm^A-^Vh^^t^ in tlte ifMte course of the Amermn fcvoJ 
iutiofi,- w^ t\:^>rights fsfmem^ ftppeaJcd to, for the d^ro^*^ 
- ttett bf ^ tigh(^ofa diizen ; wvct Was the sovereigirty c^ 
tke {^eoj&k used as ii pretext to uodermine the respee^ dM 
to the !*#*, or ikik foVBaditions of social secteritf; w* 
^lt»lti{^le'ii^^ ev^deen of aa-iiMiividusri, or a Wh<^e ctasit (^, 
htdK^idtiriS) ^ ciVeti tjie repre^enttlives of thb^ or that aiii|^ 
•ta^y who r«(3urred to the declaration of rights, to escapes 
fitHii positit^e bbligatiott, or to renounce obedience, ^itlii 
edmiftOn sOTcreigii^ finally, nevtr did it enter the head of 
a«y legiatator, or statesman In America, to comhat the hw^ 
ftilnefs of forei|pii constitutions, and to. set up the American 
revotation, aB a new epodha hk the general relations c^civi} 
society. 

What was here and tiiere occasiotia% aaiil by singi^ 
writers, mast carfefolly he. distinguished from tlie prinei*- 
pies tod W^ ol thinking of Ao^ AmericoiUi, who w«¥e 
ackAo'w^dged and revered as exampks and amh<^itie8, 
hnf i<^pecla%^; ^m thoee, who tool: an ^ctiv^ part in ^e 
new go^ernmetjt. There certainly was in Ameriea, a 
Tkpmstfi Paine ; rand I wiB ifiof lieay bi:^ that his cetehrar 
ted wcnrk had influence among certain classes* of pe0|^e^ 
and'tefiir eonttibuted to |)romotc the revohition.* Bteft" to 



. *. IV eftmv^A ^^io«, anil the vnanuiiipiitjiettimfH^ qf iM t^ kn^iiw 
writers uf>on American affairs, leave scai^e room for a douk^t of thia $act» 
though for the honour of the Americans I would moSt willinf^x caH tt in 
^oestion. His ** Commmi Scme^** it a pafn|9iilet }iiiit as cotitimptibk, almost 
titroughoiit just as rearatc from soiSnd human ierflfe, as all the o^iers>j 
which, in later times, be has made hrmsetf i namieu To af^vreciate. tha 
character and tendency of this work, which, perhaps, lias neveir been 
judged ks it deserves, and to obtain a fuTl cbnvfctioa thSt it <^as ablely 
calculated «o make an impresston ttpbn tW «as8 sf fSiepeofle* anid e&p6c»- 
aiiy u()on certain religious sectt very cxtMuiyel/ spread in America, the 
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jini^ of thr 9^t md prmci{^e^ of ^ Aqsi^VlR !^V>- 
iiiftra b^^ this worJt, irould h< a/B ^pj^t, *i jtf^fjM^^DiW^'^ 

pit^riH''^ .t>r tb^ oppositkjn of Jju-fj^ Chathai%. with t^s^t^ 
Mr. Wflkes, When Pjq(^> :«f9frk .app^ed» intl^Vfir 
/776^ {he American revohstion had long 8^nGe;^t|i|i^il; 
wkfik form and consistoij^^ ^ui^ thp.pi>i>cfp^ft, lyAi^ «^ 
lin'ftiear xfaaj^^llf ri2^ it a^toipdfii^ In no f ub]^ ^i^i^olr^ 
ii|tio pi^io dehsitei in no 9^^ p$ij^ fd cfHifg0^f^j^,i^ 
inoft 4i8ts|iKt f;3p|»reMi99. jix^ be iJoiund^. wly<ch discbv^ 
either a forinal, or a ts^it app||oliajtii>i^ of a sy^eti)^!^ ^ 
yolutionaiy policy. An4 what a.cont^fastbe^eent^e'WiJd^ 
extravagant, ^hiSpso^ical dedamg^on of ^ iVm^ ^f^.^ 
fnildy xnodenite, and considerate* tonp in ttie ^p^^^cj^ 
jpid totlyrf pf ^#^ WphiojE^, . , . :, . ,^ 



trader fiai only ^ remarks tlie spirit o£ the auAor's.' ftvf^tije 9r^ 
ments, which are all drawn ^om the Old Testament, an^tkeabsnrd reason-. 
Tpa^t with whic)^ he attacks, not the kin^ of England, W f|ioiia)3Gii^,iii ge> 
pnrdl^ «rki^ he troats «%an vifgofUg iQventM. !£ 4W^ a w-Jt^^vlH hiv^ 
pniAB«<4^ 4oae9icaii rovoiutioQ^' U would. hajre-how t><|st.&f fcs^ilfc. 
^e fliec^to fonc^u themselves no l<9ia||(^ ^rith tte^e^^ v^ijiyi^i^j^ 
tainly at ail tunes* hy the wiser and iaeuer men, q9j^^i/md, eqctured* and 
periiaps eoeourafed. only as an instrument tpi |^n omor weakei^nainds ta 
tlie common canae. *...;. 

IIk difference between this writer vnd tlu» j;reat autheKCties' of the 
iWnmcan i^^volotion^ 9u«iLai jDliflEensatf, }phf»,Ad»raf^t ja/, ^r^klin» l$i;^ 
l^lit be fttill 1X1^ ap|nrent» if w« rcm^r^ a Mft^i^ dfi%mq|| f^ebiireei^thft 
two parties >n JBi^ias^^ wlpfhacciiJentaUf tjoncufri^g in ^;5«w (Aj^>!^ 
halt di&f in{: iniUfleli^: ^nom ««ch^>tlier in th^ 4^oic^ of A^BaftS. and acgiH 
meats, declared th^naeinis there in favour o^ tMt ttv^Mit^J^- WlH>ev«n 
compares, fpr exan^ t&o yritii^Qs oTI)fu Firis% (w^ r^wUhstap^Mlg; 
his aoi|M?Q^l.#nr«rs« deserves not, ))Qw<»!^^toUs{tntin tit^e^ipme ckssjvitk 
Faiaie,) witjii tlie specehes and nr^riUt^ o£ 9^tie 4iKing. the Amerieaa 
war/ w4l aomstii^iwi ke .i>ca^«fty l<^.!<> ^avin^ biinsslf^-that ^^^ «ere^^ 
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The prcciscriess of objects, the uniformity of means, 
and the moderation of princi"ples, which distinguished the 
American revolution throligh aU its periods, gave likewise 
to the war, which was carried on for its establishftient and 
completion, a precise and definite, and, therefore, a less 
formidable character. With this war indeed, the whole 
train of evils, which usuafly attend upon war in general, 
and especially upon civil war, were connected. But as it 
had only one object, and that was clearly known, and con- 
fined widiin narrow bounds, its possible results, its possible 
consequences, and its possible duratioii, could in every case 
be calculated. America had either to maintsdn or to give 
up her independence ; in this single alternative was inclu- 
ded the whole fate of the contest; and whatever conse- 
quence either event might operate upon a distant futurity, 
neither the victory of the British parliament, nor that (which 



conteniliii^ for one and the same thing. And» indeed, it was only nominally, 
and not substantially, one and the same thing, for which they argued. 

Another indirect, but not unimportant, proof of the accuracy and ne- 
cessity of the distinction here pointed out, lies in the unquestionable aver- 
sion of most of the gpreat statesmen in America to the^French revolution, 
and to all what since 1789, has been called revolutionary principiles. A 
remarkable anecdote occurs, testified by a witness unobjectionable upon 
thh point, by Brissot, a inan afterwards but too famous ; an anecdote 
which proves how early this aversion had taken place. In a conversation 
which, shortly before the breaking out of the French revolution, he had 
with Mr. John Adams, now President of the United States, this gentleman 
assured him he was firmly convinced, that France, by the approaching re- 
volution, would not even attain the degree of political liberty enjoyed by 
England; and what is most important,* he denied, in perfect consistency 
with his pure and rigorous principles, that the French had a n^i6f to aflfect 
such a revolution as they intended. Brissot attempted in vain by appeals 
to the original compact, to the imprescriptibility of the rights of the people, 
and the like revolutionary rant, to combat him.— P. Nouveau Voyage dans 
Ifes Etats Unis de TAm^rique, par Brissot. Vol. I. p. 147. 
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very esdrly became more probaUe) of the American con- 
gress, could discompose the bsdiuQice of Europe, or threat- 
en its peace. . The governments of our hemisphere could,, 
with all the tranquillity of a perfect neutrality, look forward 
to the issue of a remote contest, which, without further, 
dangeV to their external and internal political relations^ 
opoied an advantageous prospect to the Eux'opean. com- 
merce. . The ciHigres^ mig^t even form an alliance with, 
one of the greatest Eur(q>ean monardiies ; for as they only, 
wished to maintain clear and definite rights, as they owed 
their existence to a revolution, which wa& forced upon the. 
colonies by external violence, as.diey had at no time, and 
in no way, s<$ muchasjcalled in question, much less attacked, 
thc) lawfulness of other constitutk>n8, and as they had deda-t 
red mwr, not against monarchical principles,. but only against ^ 
the expressive measures of the British ministry, there was^. 
in itselfy nothing unnatural, nothing revolting, nothing 
plainly irreconcileable with the maxims of the law of 
nations, and the laws of self-preservation, in the sdliance, 
which France contracted with them.^ 



* I pnrpoaely say, there was nothiiig of iKr^Ul^l%tHis alliance. For , 
France fouttd the iiidQ>endence of the colonies already founded, when flhe 
contracted an alliance with them, and might besides not shrink from the ^ 
(question as to the lawfulness of this independence. Nothing ofittelf, un- 
natural, or self destructive ; for the principles of the Americans contained , 
immediately nothing, which could in any manner be dangerous to the ex- 
istence of the French monarchy : and the political and commercial interests 
of this monarchy seemed in a nianxiier t» force its. taking a part in the Ame- 
rican revolution. 

All this however notwithstanding, I believe, with the. most intimate 
conviction, that a more profound policy tha^ tha^ of the count de Vergenne8» 
%nd a Krger and more comprehensive view into futurity, would have pre- 
vented France from contracting that alliance. Not to mention the false 
calculation which burdened with a new debt of one thousand millions of 
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The p^aee, i^ich ^ootlaAtd iitt Amirkin war, mw 
cored that e^aapoence itidepeftd«it of Eng^^, to the n^mSa^ 
ckrsdveprisfip^ibp wbkh^« had akmeiuid exclusively coii^ 
ibwkd, aiid iti^medittfttly afkr, -this republic entered intor 
dko&e pelu:ealit« and besefi^tif t^etatioiis with^ ali etkerv 
slates, and creft i^h Etig^A beFself, whi<^ the comikioa^ 
wonts, < and tho a>miaon Ufmipi nadoas hare founded* 

[btxumea cifflized abates^ It b thie ; the Amerjcan remo*. 

^«ik»>ad far latter timet n <feci|iire idineiice iqion the- 

; ijreat dcrraaitatioiis under 'wittch- £arope gro«a»lKi> thifi iuAir ; 

r ^Kt it would be di6/falg)ie«t;ifljustice net to aektio«dedge^ 
Ihai: iim hifiaence W3|a ^n^ racddew^ In the ortgta at 
t\iM^ti^iAv0mi tbcae, ivaa Mthing that could justify' wao* 
tlver, oi tie^ ikmlmkmB ki general; no state, c^crtfaao.' 
cmcf ^wbkb all tMe extraordinaff cifcmMrtTui^a ponicur«>^ 
ring ittt)ie oase of tho4x4oAieay sheald agsM omicBr, oouM 



iivres, a state already very mtit^didordferMinits ftmntes^ in xrrdkt txy-dtf 
ita rival, in the most favourable contingenqrt an uacertaiir daonage. The 
whole undertaking was reft6ived on without any real political regard to 
its remote consequences. The lawfulness of the American revolution, 
might be ever so eleai'ly denionstrated to a man capable of judging of its 
vti^ir'; and t>f appreciachig' Ae grtoutids itpoft ^hith it was supportec^; the \ 
tlHtsi ytdght «ome, ^hen irithont r^rd te the partitfntat shuaMkn of the 
colonfcs, the generat indefinite prin61tde of insttrrection migflit he tsdcen 
at^e, firom their revolMton, and ap^ted to justify the most dangerous 
crtities. The Americans might «v«r — cautiously keep Vithin their rlgo- 
rfins iitnits ; and neither maintain, nor cartt for the application of their 
principles to other states » at the first great tomfmotion, those whom tlje 
JVendi cabittct had setit (ntty the republican school, might with the form* ' 
consecrated in America, put all the European governments to the ban* 
aftd tlectare htSivful and evien virtuous under all circunutaneet, what had 
. been alloirtrai>I« onfy vnda^ tertain circumstantes. These possi^e eoftse- 
qoeShtes ©# the cb-operatiiMi of FfJrfJCe would not have escaped the penetra- 
ti^ of a truly great statesman, an4'the world has paid dearly enough for- 
their having been ore i l ooked. 
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consider tbe eoocTuet criMenml ^ thesC) ts fisgifimatrng a 
aimttar conduct, and adopt the pmctples upon irtiicfa tbey 
proceedecL The precision and la/wfolnesBB of their object 
refiiscBd everjr application of these priociple&to reVohitians; 
'whkh could not eoddbit an object equity <iefiaxte, and a 
ngbt eqasdly ckar, to the pursuit of tintt object* The 
vise modetoitioii, which the loaders of the American revo^ 
lutk>m. intDodoced into ail their deckorations, and into et^r^ 
step they took, their ^tovmxw aUiorrence of every extras 
vagancc, ecFen of those proeeedtng from .the mc»sC piardona-^ . 
Ue endnusiasm, die constant dktance at which they^ kept . 
from every thing. thott may be caUed proselyting and pro« 
pagaadt8i&-*«Miil the^e happy characteristics of their under* 
tftkiorg most in a legal point of Tieir forever secure humanity [ 
against att c^il consequences of this revolution; whosef 
only traces remaming, should be in the growing prosperity^! 
of a great people, spread over extensive and fertile regknis,' 
aaKl above aD in die wholesome lesson it gave to the powers 
of die earth againut every attack upon the rights and con*' 
stitutioBS of states^ from ambition, or a spirit of innova- 
tion. The harshest injustice alone could impute to the 
Americans, what the iiUunderstood and misused example 
of their revolution has produced of evil in latter times; it 
was die work of an hostile demon^ who seems to have 
Gondeamed die dose of the eighteendi century, to see the 
buds of destruction ihoot from the most beneficent events^ 
and die most poisonous fruits from the blossoms of its 
faire^ h(^es« 

The contrast between the French and American revo- / 
httions, when you compare them widi each other in respectf 
to dieir objects is no less striking than that which has 
resulted from the comparison of their origin and progress^ 
As die utmost precision of object, and consequently d 
principles and of mesms, distinguished the American revo* 
lotion through its whole duration, so the utmost want of ' 
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frecision.m the object^' and comequcntly a perpetual muta* 
^ijSty in the choice of the means and in the modification 
of principles has been one of the most stubborn, one of 
the most essential, and certainly one of the most terrible 
characteristics of the French revolution. . Its history was 
i|iothing but a long series of uninterrupted developements 
of this extraordinary phenomenon; single and unexan^ed 
m its whole compass as this circumstance may be, it will 
not much astonish the man^ who shall reflect upon its ori- 
fjfiiy and its nature. For so soon as in a great undertaking, 
a step is taken wholly out of the boundaries of definite 
ri^ts, and every thing is declared lawful, which imaginary 
Becessity, or unbridled passion inspires, so soon is the im- 
measurable field of arbitrary will entered upon; and a revo*> 
lotion, which has no other principle than to attack the- 
e:sd8ting constitution, must necessarily proceed to the last 
extremities of imagination and qf criminal guilt. 

When, by the impotence and the faults of the govern* 
ment,, and by the success which crowned the hardiness of 
ks first antagonists, the old constitution of France was dis- 
solved, all those who took an interest in favour of the revo* 
bition (and their number was infinitely great, precise^, 
because no one knew exactly what he meant by a revolution) 
concurred, that an essential and wide spreading alteration 
ttitst be effected in the whole political constitution of the 
state. But how far this alteration should extend, how far the 
old order of things should be preserved, and how the new 
o^ie should be organized, with regard to all this, no two 
persons of the k^ons, ^o thought themselves called to 
public activity, were agreed. If we confine ourselves merely 
tp the opinions of those, who in this interval of unbounded 
anarchy, publicly wrote, or spoke, we shall soon be convin- 
ced, that there were then^in France, not three, or four, or 
ten, but thousands of political sects and parties. The im- 
possibility of taking notice of so many individual variations, 
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distinctions, sub-distinctions, and shades of every kind^ 
compelled the contetnporariea, and especially those imm^ 
diately interested in the great spectacle, to class the infinite 
mass of opinions under certain khown principal titles, and 
thus erase the names of pufe royalists, of whole and half 
monarchists y oi feuilkmts, of Jacobins y of ^very degree, &c. 
Each of these parties, however, could have exhibited almost 
as many subordinate parties as it contained members. 

In this number of political systems, sothe were built upon 
a limited monarchy, in th6 British sense of the word, others 
upon a thousaud-fold new modification of a constitution^ 
monarchical only in name ; some wished from the beginning, 
to treat the revolution merely as a passage to the utter abb* 
lition of the monarchy. These pronounced sentence of 
death upon all the privileges of the higher ordeTs ; others 
wished to leave them the prerogatives of rank* One was for 
reforming the constitution of the churches; another for ex- 
tirpating religion : one would have shewn mei-cy in this gene- 
ral overthrow, at least to the rights of property ; another 
^ was for passing all positive right, under the sickle of 
equality. The constitution of 1791, was a desperate and 
impotent attempt to reconcile together, by a sort of general 
capitulation, all these contending theories, and the infinitely 
multiplied motives of interest, of ambition, and of vanity, 
connected with them ; this attempt of course failed, for in 
the absolute and total indefiniteness, and I might add, the 
impossibility of ascertaining the last object df the revolution, 
every individual in France felt but too well, thait he had as 
much right to maintain his private opinion, and to carry 
through his private purposes, as the members of a committed 
had to establish theirs ; it was, besides, more than doubtful, 
whether, even the immediate authors of this impracticable 
constitution, seriously considered it as a last result. 

Under the shelter of the inexpressible confusion, in 
which the storm of these first debates involved the whole 
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country, arose, at first, more timid, but from the last 
months of the year 1791, groiiving constantly bolder, and 
more powerftjl, Ae cmly consistent party ; that whidi had 
always been of opinion, that it was folly to presci;ibe to tfie 
' French revolution, any bpunds^ whatsoever. This party had, 
indeed, lilce all the rest, a multitude of subdivisions, and of 
systems peculiarly modified, and often at violent strife with 
each other; but all who dedared t^eniselves for it, conciuTr 
red in the great and decisive point of viuw, that the revolu- 
tion was to be considered, not as a loc^ transaction, but a$ 
- one of those, which give a new form to c;^vil society, an4 
V which must draw 2SI n^anklnd within its vortex. For the 
ambition, or for the en^usi^m c^ llus insatiably part)r, the 
theatre, which France offered ^ th^ir thirst for destruption, 
was too smaU ; they wished to tear Hp the w^rld frpm its 
poles, and coipm^nce a new sera for th^ whoje humstn rac<^ 
That this was their pmpose, from the very breaking o\|t, and 
even before the breaking out of the^ French revolution, wf 
need not learn from proselyting t^e^. and imaginary cabals 
of the ii^n^in^i ; ^ writings i^ which they have ii^foUyed 
their pnnciple&in plain te|r|n^,,l^v6 prqyed it bseyond all con* 
tradicuon. _ 

To draw nearer the execution of so gigantic ^ plan, they 
h^d first of all tp destroy the l^t trace of a monarchical fprm 
of gpverpment.ln France. 1% would be hard to maintain, 
th^t, after all what h^d.happened since 1789, they had n<jt 
nearly, about the same right to found a republic, as the mp- 
parchists^ ,so called,^ had to iivtroduce a rpy24 democracy^t 
The Q^ly, thing which seemed against the^^ in point of 
right, was the oath which, in common wijth.all the rest, they 
had t^Hen, tp^^upport the constitution of 17.9(1^ But, afi;ersa 
foany bandf^ had been torn, none but weak; heads could 
Matter themselves,^ that ^n empty form w.ould arrest the tor, 
iftnt in itsxoursc At the very time, whUe, w|th the ciry of 
t' The constitution or death I" they hushed a few ofedulom 
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W^ *o r^pcwe, Jbcy vv« iftf^ng widi rt^jtlc^ mlv^f the 
mtm, which im onp u^t^ naa ^ hl9w up ^ wWc 

But, precisely 9X thi^ great ^nd impo|ta^t mppi'cnt, the 
absolute iodefiaitud^ of object, that iacstinguishable cha- 
racter of the French revolution^ discovered Itself in a new 
9Qd terrible light* The republic had been prodaimed ; but i 
thi« republic was a word witho^jt definite meaning, which * 
^ery one believed he might explain, according to his incU-> ' 
nations, and according to the fantastic whims^ which he 
called his principles. There were just as many republican 
syateiKXS couteudiag for the master)^, as there had been mo- 
narchical parties* France was drenched in blood, to decidd 
the great q^uestjon, whether Brissot, or Maratj the federal- 
ists, or the ufiitists, the Girondists, or the mountainecrSj the 
DantoniaQs, or the Hebenists, should prescribe a i-ppuHicam * 
constitutiocu Force alone could determine the issue of tH^ 
hoirible contest^ and the victory must necessarily remain to 
the nupst resolute. After having torn, for nearly a year^ the 
inmosjt bowels of their country, without being able to agree 
upon the Conn of their republic, a daring factions at length, 
fell upon the strange expedient of setding and org^i&lng ^e 
revolutionary state itself, as a provisional govenupcient, and, 
under the i>ame of a revolutionary government, brought 
into play what was called the system of terror; a monstrous 
and unexampled monument of hupi^an etroj and humai^- 
frenzy, which in the eyes of posterity will almbsrt' deg^e 
the history of our times to a fable. A lesscruell^ctioti dver- 
threw and murdered the inventors of this giga^tid lirlcked- 
ness; not long afterwards, another devised a pew codei^f 
anarchy, which was called the constitution of the third '^ar.^ 
it is well known, by what an uninterrupted spries of rtvcJlu- 
tions, and counter-revolutions, this constitution wastftewise 
condua^d to the unavoidable catastrophe of its djcstrvic^on;* 

■ I '-^ 
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' just at the period, when the republican party obtained 
pos^e&srbh of the suprbtne power, the 1>l6ody contest broke 
out between them and. the greatest part of the European 
states. , ,TJi^y had denounced the destruction of all govern- 
ments^; they had declared, that between their revolution and 
thojseTwhQ rejeiqted it, no further intercourse could exist;, 
they had splemnly absolved all subjects from obedience to 
their governments/ The revolution prepared against Eu- 
rope,* and Europe agaiiist the revolution, a War, with which 
only ttie ihdst dreadful religious wWs, that ever scourged the 
world, can b^ compsu'ed. Qn the side of the coalesced 
powers, the proper object of this war could not be doubtfol; 
and if, unfortunately, it often was, at least it ought never t0 
; h^vc been so. But, oh the side of France, it was always as 
indeEnlte as the object of the revolution itself. Some, as for 
instance , Robespi e re , wished for the present, oiily'to mountain 
the right of turning their own country into a butchery, wiA 
impunity^ and to reduce by one half the number of its inha- 
bitants ; others had projected extensive plans of conquest, 
and wished to realize for 'the French republic, all the 
dreams, which the ambition ofLewis the XI Vth, had former- 
ly inspired j others yet bad sworn never to lay down their 
arms, until they should have led the principles of the revo- 
lution in triumph over the whole civilized world, or have 
planted^ at least, the tree of liberty, from Lisbon to the 
frozen sea, and to the Dardanelles. 

This war has now, with short and local internals of 
insecure and treacherous peace, iaiready desolated the earth 
eight years long ; it has, undoubtedly, for some time past, 
lost much of its extent, and very much of its original'cha- 
racter, and has now nearly declined to a common war ; yet 
when and how it will end, is still a problem, which puts all 
human pjenetration to the blush. The fate of the French 
revolution is, in a great measure, connected with the fate of 
this war ; but its last result depends, besides, upon an 
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ii]^t}>: of other combinations. There haft, peiba{M, sever 
yet been a man, who could even imagine, with any clearness, 
what this result will be. When.one of the great maftses of 
the phyaical world is suddenly started from its quiet cenUe 
of gntvitation, and hurled with a prodigious i^»peti»6 into 
the empty space of air, the point at which it. will stop 
U much harder to conceive, than the continuance of itft 
mptlop. And^ ip ttvaikj after the serious question^ Who 
could h^iive a right to begin such a revolution ? has remained 
jmansw^red, nothing is morp di$cult than to answer that, 
which is equally serioi^s; to whom belongs th^ right 
<rf ending it ? _^ 

4. The American revohttion ted a mass of resistance, r 
eompara^ve^ much smaller to combat, and, therefore,/ 
could form md cqnsolidate itself in a manner comparatively ' 
much easier, and more simple: the^^xench jreyolution 
\ challenged almost every human feeling, aiid ^very human 
I passion, to the most vehement resijstance, and could there- 
,\i fore only force its way by violence and crimes, ' 

The American colonies had already, before their revo- 
lution, ^tamed a high degree of stability ; and the 9upr^* 
macy of the British government in America, wa$ Ae relar 
tion, not so much of an immediate s6vereign, as of k 
superiorj«*otector. Hence, thp American revolution had 
more the appeajiance of a foreign, than of a civil war, 

A conmion feeling of the uprightness brthei/cauasc, and 
a common interest in its issue must necessarily have aniir 
mated a great and overpowering majority of the inhabitants 
of North America. The royal governors, the persons 
more immediately connected with themi. and the inconsif 
derable number of royal troops constituted the ot)ly perma- 
nent and great opposition party. If a certain number of 
independent citizens, from principle, or from inclination 
took the side of the ministry, they were however much 
loo weak to h^cpme dangerous to the rest j ^d their impo* 
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^ Hi^f^ w«rt in «he l^eribt of the tdLattka m ftott^of 






iNdki) iSim whwc pfoefeeddd from Oit eweitise of ^ubtk 
1 fimttiotis. Prop^ptjr oirbg to the ftovelty 6f citril Mcktf 
l£rihe coiiotty^ Mras ihoch more equsdfy distributed UMl 
tkn ht the cast iii <jd tdutitries, and the i*eliitioiis btttreon 
&ie weallhy and the l&botorittg classes were more simple 
flbd thi^r^fbre ftidfe beske^nt* As tht i^vdlutiofi all«tied 
little ift the itttectkal ^sttii^atioti of ^e c(4o«ks, m it o^f 
dissolved an external connection^ which the Ai:^eHt^ must 
ali^^ kifVe cof^dertd iath«r lis a butd«r^ thttittn advantage ; 
thtft war nobody » except the few^' who tMk a iltmr^ m tbft 
ddittiMstftttitm at the htad of d»e co^mtfy, who wan Imme^ 
dilMiy tod ^ttKkUjr interested in tht pre^serraiioa of A* 
a^d^tit fbrjh/ What thi^ formcbnmii^d of g6od and tise^ 
M Ttitiak^tii dfitouched; the revolution (3/6fy remov>ed ^t 
in which it had been Of^re^sivev 

How thfiniteiy ^ff^rent was ki dils poim i^ yi«w the 
skuatkyti dfFmncib ! If the Fretich i-^olutlon had been eon* 
tent merely to destroy with vk^em hands die oM CoRstiltt^ 
tioh^ without mcJ^ing any actaick upon the rig^s 9BaA pos* 
tef^lons of private persons, it^wotild, however, have been 
contrary to the interest of a numerous, and kk every respect 
important class of people, who by the sudden disftohition of 
' l^e cAd £brm of Government, havkig lost ^ir ofices) tiiek 
mcofnes, tKeir estinmtion andgti^ir whole civU existence, 
would of diemselves have formed a powerful <9position-^ 
But, when in ita iurther progress, it no longer spared $aaj 
private right wlia^oever, when it declared Ml political pm« 
' rogatives to be usui^ations, deprived^ noW&y not only 
^their real privileges, but likenrise of iheir rank and title, 
tobbed^the clergy of their possessions^ of &^ iniu€«ce, awd^ 
eveh bf ^eir extemsd dignity i by arbitrary Umu took from 
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Ae holders df estates half their revenues; by tneessadt 
tyreaches of the rights of property, converted property itself 
^Ho an tmcerts^, equivocal, narrowly straitened enjoyinent,^ 
Ibiy recogntaitig publicly principles of the most dangerous teur 
dtficy, held the sword hovering over the head of every 
one, who had any thing to lose, and aggri^ated the essential 
wrctchcdttefis, which it 6very where spiread by the ridicule 
and contempt it shed over every thing that bore the name 
of possessions, of priviledgcs — ^then truty it could not fail / 
to accumulate against itself a mass of resistance, which was ! 
fiot to be subdued by ordinary means. ^. 

Should the friends of the French revolution declare this'! 
important circumstance to be rnerely accidental ; should they / 
impute solely to the good fortune of the American nation^^ 
riiat they found no domestic impediments in the way to 
their ne^ a>tistitution ; and to the ill fortune of the French, . 
Aat they had to struggle with so many obstinate antagip^ \ \ 
pists ; should they eonsider the former case* only as envia- j '■ 
bk, and the latter onfy as deserving compassion, yet will f 
die impardal observer, never forget how much merit there 
was invoired in that good, and how much guilt in tliis il^ 
fortune. The Americans were wise enough to circum- 
scribe thcmselTes within the bounds, which right, on one ^ \r^ 
side, and l!he nature of things, on the other, had drawn roundQ;^^ 
ttiem. Hie French in their giddiness no longer acknow- 
ledged the prescriptions of the clearest right, nor the pre- 
scriptions of nature. They were so proud as to think they 
CtMiM bend ii^possiMIity itself, under the ann of their vio- 
lence, and so daring that they thought the clearest right ^ 
must yield to die maxims of their arbitrary will. The re- 
sistance of which they complained, was with perfect cer- ^ 
tainty to be forseen ; it lay in the unalterable l^ws of human 
feelings, and human passions ; it was just, it was necesssp 
ry f It was impossible to believe that it would not take place^ 
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^ose, who Iiad called it forth by the mo^t cruet injuries, 
did not fail to be sure to declare it punishable, and did pua^ ^ 
ish thousands, whose onl^ crime consisted in refusing to re>- 
] joice at their omtu ruin^ But this double injustice prepared 
a new resistance, which could be overcome only* by new 
acts of viplence. Thus at last, in the barbarous law b6ok 
of Ae revolution, suffering itself was made an impardona- 
ble oSence ; the fear of a just resection drove the attUners of 
these oppressions tq measures of still deepening crttelty 
against the victims of their first crimes ; and the presumpi- 
tion of the natural and inevitable hatped, vfhich Aese crimen 
ihust every where rouse against them, was a suflkient 
ground to tl>em to treat as an offender deserving death, eve^ 
ry man, who did not immediately and actively associate 
widithem. 

Although the American revolution never involved itself 
m this horrible labyrinth, where voluntary iniquities cim cm* 
ly be covered by necessary misdeeds, and where every 
eariier crime became the only justification of an hundred 
r later ones ; yet did it not altogether escape the misfortune, 
> which seems inseperable from all sudden, and violodt 
changes in the civil and political relations of society. The 
smaUness of the resistance it met with, and the moderation 
pf those who conducted it, preserved it from a multitude of 
cruel, desperate, and dishonorable measures, which hav^ 
,,8ullied other revolutions ; but its Warmest friends wiU not 
: venture to maintain that it was wholly exempt from injus^ 
tice and violence. The bitterness against the English gov 
vemment, often degenerated into a spirit of persecuticm, 
and involved those, who were suspected of a punishaUe 
indifference, or of secret connivance, in the sentence of pro- 
ficription pronouncfsd against tyranny. The hatred between 
the friends of independ^ce, and the partisans of the minis^ 
try, the whigs jmd the topes, as they were distinguished by 
liames taken from old English parties, broke out, especially 
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i»mcUtthe dangers of the war, sometimes in violem scenes^ 
which t^re to pieces the internal harmony of n^ig^boor* 
hoods, and sometimes even of families. The reciprocal 
cruelties, which from time to time wer6 practised upon pri- 
«0ners, called to mind the peculiar character, which had ne« 
vet vAkolly abandoned a civil war. The rights of property 
likewise were often violated by single communities suid sin* 
gle stiLtes, and, in some few instances, with the co-operation 
of the Siq)reme authority* The history of the descendehtsi 
of th^ great and benevolent Penn, driven from the paradise, 
which he had created, and compelkd, like other loyalists^ 
to take refuge in the generosity and magnanimity of Eng- 
land, is no honorable page in the annals of North- America. 

But what are all these single instances of injustice and ^ 
oppression, compared with the universal flood of misery and 
fuin, which the French revolution let loose upon France^ 
smd all the neighbouring countries. If; even in America,' 
private hatred, or local circumstances, threatened property 
or personal security; if here and there even the public 
authorities became the instniments of injustice, of revenge^ 
and of a persecuting spirit, yet did the poiscm never flow 
into every vein of the social body; never, as in France, was 
the contempt of all rights, and of the very simplest precepts 
of humanity, made the general maxim of legislation, and 
the unqualified prescription of systematic tyranny. If in 
America, tt^ ccmf^sion of the moment, the impulse of ne- 
cessity, or the eruption of the passions, sometimes inflicted 
misfortune upon innocence, never at least, never as in 
France, did reason herself, abused, desecrated reason, 
ascend the theatre of misery, solemnly to justify, by cold 
blooded, criminal appe^ to principles and duties, these 
revolutionary confusions ; and if in America, single families 
jmd districts, felt the heavy hand of the revolution and of 
war, never at least, as in France, were confiscations, 
banishments, imprisonments, and death, decreed in a mass^ 
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kxHm^ proceeded wiih mfid steps tf> a aew, a h^f^, ;»|4 ^ 
ft^umhiDg constitiRiOB. Not hut tbu the revokiti^ I^ ]^^ 
behind it many^^at aiid essendal ravaged : the tji<^ ^p^ 
lie order^ l»d, ia a le^g gnd Uoody contest^ be^ €^ ^ 
sides more or less feUdced; peaceful iaduady.lMid M^l^r^ 
many a jrioleiit inteiruptioii ; the rdations of propet^^ tb^ 
culture ofldie soil^ tbeintemaisoid forei^ trade^ lOiei^i^Uic 
mai prwat^ credit, bad aU coosiderably suffered by the revo<» 
bitiooary 6toti»s^ by the insecurity of the«xter»al rek^osi 
and espedally by the dfvastatipns of paper mooey^^ .JSi^ea 



* In no one point is the analogy between tiat tondttet df ttie revolt}^ 
tionary lenders iti Amenca and in Eran«e, «o striking as in ^bis; yet it 
must not be facgoncn^ tbat the Anxrlcans failod fartly from inexfera^w^ 
a«id partly from veal necessity 4 whereas b^ France they knew yjsry well 
what they were about, and opened and widened the precipice with design. 

The history of the American assigpiats, is almost word for word/ only 
np«t a smaher scale; and not attended with drcnmstances'oifsuclt shock* 
n%t:ruehy, as iBm history of tbe Fze6c]t trnts^ The smUok Mfrt IsMa two 
maUens ^o twQ hundred im.Uions of JdIImts s the cred^Uty w'^^ w)m/c^ thi 
$r8t assignats were receiyqd, the undeserved credit which they igr a tinoe 
enjoyed, their subsequent rapid fall, so that in the year 1777, they already 
stood with specie in the proportion of 1 to 3 ; inl778, of l*to6 ; ItftTTV, of 
1 to 28; ifithe beginning of ITBO, of 1 to60»feli imii^tfdi«Mly«^«k<wakb 
to %at of 1 to 150, and finally would iHissf<maQthiilK at ^Ha ttee ^/Ifm4^ 
10 substitute a new emission of a^igimti, instead of thofte which were 
worn out, continued unti) at last it became necessary to establish a formal 
depreciation; the barsh laws made to' support the value of the paper; the 
regulation of the price of provisions (the miixinram) Und the reqiJtsitiohs, 
which they occasioned ; the general devastation; of ^ptibperty, 4U»d di$ltivb«> 
anceof all civil intercourse ; the wretchedness and immorality which ensued 
ipon them*— all this goes to compose a picture, which the French revolu- 
tionary leaders seem to have taken for a model. It is remarkable, that they 
closely copied the Americans only in two points, of which one was the 
idlest, and the other the most objectionable of any throughout their revo- 
lution ; in the declaration of the rights of man, and in x>aper-money. 
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the morals mid the character of the people^ had been esaccb^- 
tially, and not in every respect advantageously affected by" 
the revolution. -Although we can draw no conclusion fronk 
this circumstance with regard to futurity, yet history must 
remark with attention, and preserve with care, the confession,, 
wliich comes from the pen of a calm and impartial witness,, 
the best of aU the writers upon the American revolution hi-^ 
therto (Ramsay) : " That by this revolution^ the political^ 
^ military y and literary talents of the people of the United 
** States, were improved, but tjheir moral qualities were de- 
" teriorated.'* 

A picture of the condition in which the revolution hast 
left France, is by far too great^ too complicated, and too* 
formidable a subject to be touched upon even transiently 
here. The idea itself of a final result from such a revolu-- 
tion as this, must stiU be in some sort an indefinite,, and per- 
haps a hazarded idea. Thus much, however, may be 
asserted with confidence, that between the Tesults of the- 
American and those of the French revolution, no sort of 
^comparison can so much as be conceived. 

. I might have continued the above parallel through nuurjr 
other respects, and perhaps inta single points of detaiL I 
believe, however, that the four principal points of view in. 
which I have treated it, with regard to the lawfulness of the 
origin^ character of the conduct^ quality of the object^ and 
compass of resistance^ sufficiently answer the purpose, I 
proposed to myself, and it appears, at least to me, evident 
enough, that every parallel between these two revolutions,, 
will serve much more to display the contrast^ than the- 

resemblance between them. 
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